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FOX, ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


WE DON’T ONLY SERVICE QUALITY CARS... 


EVEN THOUGH OUR TEAM DOES SERVICE THEM EXPERTLY 


WE ALSO SELL CARS THAT HAVE BEEN 
QUALITY INSPECTED (at least 161 check points) 


Our current range extends from Silver Clouds and 
Silver Shadows to early model Silver Spirits all 
through to ‘almost new’ motor cars. Most have very 


low mileage and all are in excellent condition. 


Like any true aristocrat our cars have impeccable 


presentation and a known lineage. 


We also have a new 1998 model Silver Spur available 


for inspection. 


Please call for full details of our special service 
promotions and a comprehensive list of available 


motor cars. 


We could even sell you a Bentley. 


SYDNEY Sales: SYDNEY Service: 

46 Neild Avenue, 66 O’Riordan Street, 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2011 Alexandria NSW 2015 
Phone: (02) 9380 8188 Phone: (02) 9380 8188 


DL 16181 


SOON TO BE OPENED AT: 
210 Kings Way, 

South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Phone: (03) 9696 0888 
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REGULAR FEATURES 


Editorial 

From the Federal President 
Report of the Federal Executive 
Annual Branch Reports 
Foundation Corner 

Letters to the Editor 

Market Place 


ARTICLES 


The Bentley Arnage 
Martin Bennett discusses what appears certain 
to be the last new Bentley car introduced 
by the old (British-owned) Company 


The 40th Annual Federal Rally 
George Shores reflects on an enjoyable weekend 
on Phillip Island with old friends and new 


The Peking to Paris Motor Challenge 
Part 3 of John Matheson’ s gripping article, 
concluding his account of his participation in this 
gruelling rally with Jeanne Eve in their Phantom V 


Front Cover Photo: 

Our front cover picture is testimony to the central role played by the Phillip Island Race 
Circuit in the success of the 1998 Federal Rally. This sporty 1914 Silver Ghost (67TB), 
owned by John & Liz Milverton (N.S.W.), looks completely at home. A famous Veteran 
Rolls-Royce, 6TB has record trans-Australia runs to its credit as well as having acquitted 
itself with distinction on numerous long distance tours and concours events both here 
and in several overseas countries. It is maintained in absolutely impeccable condition. A 
well deserved Overall Winner of the 1998 Federal Concours d'Elegance at Phillip Island, 
where it was photographed by Russell Rolls Jnr (Vic.). 


From the Editor 


Twenty identified (positively!) 

Tom Clarke (U.K.) and Neil Martin 
(N.S.W.) have written to positively iden- 
tify the Twenty in P.1-98, p.3089, though 
the sender of the photograph remains 
unknown. The car is GCK28 and not 
GUKS53 as wrongly claimed in P.4-97. 

The coachwork shown in the picture 
is a Martin & King saloon. Neil once 
owned this car, and the picture shows it 
being towed by him out of its former 
domicile in Galong, N.S.W. He says it 
was in very poor mechanical condition 
and would not pass roadworthiness 
inspections for registration. He sold it in 
1989 and writes that it is now under 
restoration with a new body. 

Neil also refers us to P.4-75, p.79, 
where there is a photograph of GCK28 
being driven to Melbourne in 1929. 

Tom has also identified the three cars 
in the front of the line in the photograph 
on p.3091. These are, from left to right, 
88LK, 45G5 (smashed in 1963), and he 
believes 50OR before Jim Kelso's cele- 
brated restoration. 

Never content to rest on his laurels, 
Tom has also cleared up the identity of 
the Silver Ghost formerly owned by Mal- 
colm Johns and shown in P.2-97, p.2913. 
It is, he says, 58TM. 


Graber Continental 


Bill Quint has written from the Isle of 
Man identifying himself as the owner of 
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Following the item Silver Ghost 60 547 in my last Editorial, Millard Newman (U.S.A.) sent this 
picture of this 1907 car. The coachwork is a magnificent Rippon Bros. open drive limousine, 
probably from another, slightly later Silver Ghost chassis. 


the Graber-bodied Bentley R-type Conti- 
nental seen in P.1-98, p.3088. 

Bill says that this very rare car was 
owned new by A.J. McAlpine of the 
British construction family and was 
shipped to his South African estate 
where it was used for only one week each 
year during a golf tournament, covering 
about 40 miles per year! Its total milage 
since new is an incredible 4,900. 

The car has a manual gearbox, the 
interior woodwork is Canadian Birdseye, 
and there is a solid rear tonneau that can 
be fitted to make the car into a two-seater 
roadster. A most interesting and desir- 
able motor car. 


The bickering continues 
Just before going to press with this 


Another of Millard Newman's early Rolls-Royce cars is the only surviving 30 h.p. (26355) of 1905. 
Older members will recall that this chassis was discovered in the 1950s on a South Australian 
tomato farm by Gavin Sandford-Morgan and subsequently restored in the U.K. by Stanley Sears. 


edition of PRAECLARUM, the ownership 
issue was further confused when Vick- 
ers, having already announced accept- 
ance of a BMW bid, announced that a 
new bid from Volkswagen had been 
accepted in principle, subject to share- 
holder approval. Soon after this an- 
nouncement, the row erupted again 
between Vickers and Rolls-Royce PLC 
(the aero engine Company and owner of 
the Rolls-Royce name) over whether or 
not Vickers can sell the licence to use the 
Rolls-Royce name to a foreign buyer. 

The licence under which Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd uses the Rolls-Royce 
name and trademarks states in part: “The 
group’s rights to the Rolls-Royce name 
and trademarks may be terminated if the 
Company becomes foreign-controlled”. 
Now that Rolls-Royce PLC is asserting 
its right to enforce this condition, Vickers 
complains that it restricts its ability to 
“obtain best value” for the sale of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd. But the licence 
was a known pre-condition when Raolls- 
Royce entered the Vickers group. It is 
clear that if the terms of the licence affect 
the value of the car maker today, it did 
the same in 1980, when Rolls-Royce 
Motors joined the Vickers group. 

Mr Peter Barnes-Wallis, a Rolls- 
Royce PLC director, said: “We have not 
ruled out (any new owner of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars). Our statement is not meant 
to stir up any animosity. We are the sole 
owners of the trademark. Vickers has not 
created Rolls-Royce Motors. They 
bought it knowing they are restricted in 
the use of the name. In 1971 the aero 
engine business was five times bigger 
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than the car business; today itis 15 times 
bigger. There is an element of the tail 
wagging the dog if you think that Rolls- 
Royce PLC hasn't added value to the 
Rolls-Royce brand. The two are in- 
separable. Because it is a consumer 
product, Rolls-Royce is known for motor 
cars but the value that has gone into that 
name has been created by Rolls-Royce 
and was there in 1971. It has not been 
created by Vickers.” 


The ownership saga continues 


Propaganda was invented by the Ger- 
mans, and news reports were skilfully 
orchestrated to create the impression 
that the sale to BMW had already taken 
place, so that to the majority of the U.K. 
population there seemed to be no further 
point in objecting. | have several news- 
paper cuttings which explicitly state that 
BMW now owns Rolls-Royce. Indeed, 
when | wrote in my Silver Seraph article 
in the last issue that Crewe is now “an 
outpost of Head Office in Munich” | too 


‘| hope you’re not thinking of turning up at the club in that load of foreign rubbish, Farquharson!’ 


This very apposite cartoon by British cartoonist Mac highlights the sad state of the once great 
British car industry and the appalling fate of Rolls-Royce. The vibrating little three-wheeled ‘car 
on the right is a Reliant Robin, which is set to become the only ‘RR’ made by one of the handful 
of small motor manufacturers remaining in British hands. Ironically, only a few decades ago it 
was BMW that made vibrating little three-wheelers, while Volkswagen made the ‘beetle’. 


must have been distracted by the 
propaganda and unwittingly aided it. 

In fact, the sale could not go ahead 
without the approval of the Vickers 
shareholders, who were reportedly less 
than enchanted. At least one share- 
holder at the Vickers AGM in May com- 
plained that (like us) they had been 
repeatedly assured that Rolls-Royce 
would not be sold to a foreign buyer. 


It was also at the very least rather 
unkind of Sir Colin Chandler to announce 
that there was no serious British bid for 
the Company, given that in fact there was 
a British bid for within 10% of the BMW 
bid. At the time of writing, a substantially 
larger British bid was being organised 
and is to be announced to the U.K. press 
in order that it cannot be swept under the 
carpet and ignored. However, the Ger- 


man suitors are pursuing this so vora- 
ciously that the end of authentic Rolls- 
Royce history is virtually certain. 

The possibility also needs to be con- 
sidered, if the sale to VW goes ahead, 
that the Silver Seraph could become the 
shortest-lived Rolls-Royce model ever, 
perhaps becoming something of a 
collector's item! It has been made crystal 
clear that the supply of BMW engines will 


Proposed sale of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 


Issued by Vickers PLC, May 7th 1998 


On April 29th, 1998 Vickers P.L.C. (‘Vickers’) 
announced that it had reached agreement on the 
terms under which Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
(‘R-RMC’) would be sold to BMW AG (‘BMW’) for 
£340 million in cash. This is conditional on the 
approval of Vickers’ shareholders. 


Vickers subsequently received an unsolicited 
higher offer for R-RMC from Volkswagen AG 
(‘Volkswagen’). 


Vickers now announces that it has reached 
agreement with Volkswagen on the terms under 
which R-RMC is to be sold to Volkswagen for £430 
million in cash. Apart from the £90 million higher 
price, the agreement with Volkswagen is on 
substantially the same terms as that with BMW. 
Under these circumstances BMW has the right to 
terminate its agreement to purchase R-RMC. 


The agreement with Volkswagen is conditional on 
Vickers’ shareholders not approving the sale of 


R-RMC to BMW and on Vickers’ shareholders 


approving the sale of R-RMC to Volkswagen. Unless 
the agreement to sell R-RMC to BMW has previously 
been terminated by BMW, Vickers plans to hold 
shareholder meetings on June 4th, 1998, first to 
consider the proposed sale of R-RMC to BMW and 
then to consider the proposed sale of R-RMC to 
Volkswagen. 


Subject to any further material change of 
circumstances the Directors of Vickers, who have 
been advised by Lazard Bothers, now intend to 
recommend that shareholders should not approve 
the sale of R-RMC to BMW and instead intend to 
recommend that shareholders should approve the 
sale of R-RMC to Volkswagen. 


Volkswagen has advised Vickers that it would be 
Volkswagen’s preference to source engines for 
R-RMC from within Britain. Cosworth, a business 
owned by Vickers, is a supplier of engines to 
R-RMC. Vickers and Volkswagen intend to review 
how the relationship between R-RMC and Cosworth 
should best be continued in the future. 
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Keeping your Silver Shadow running for $8 


On the morning of a recent Club run | received an urgent ‘phone call from a 
friend whose Silver Shadow started normally but as soon as the ignition key was 
returned from the ‘start’ to the ‘run’ position the engine would stop. 

Because | had previously encountered the same fault myself, | was able to 
make an instant diagnosis. 

Some Silver Shadows and derivative models, from around Serial Number 
5000, have a ballast resistance wired in series with the 9 volt coil when the ignition 
switch is in the ‘run’ position. When cranking the engine to start, the ballast 
resistance is bypassed in order to supply full system voltage to the coil to 
compensate for any voltage drop caused by the demands of the starter motor. 
Once the engine fires and the key is released, the ballast resistance comes back 
into circuit. Therefore, if the ballast resistance fails, the engine will start normally 
but stop as soon as the key is released. 

To check if your car has a ballast resistance, look alongside the coil, to the left 
when facing the front of the car. It may be hidden below the air conditioning system 
flap actuators. The ballast resistance is made of white porcelain and is attached 
by one of the bolts that secures the coil to the back of the engine. 

If your car has a ballast resistance, a good plan is to buy a spare one (about 
$8 from any auto parts supplier) and keep it in the car. It might get you out of 
trouble if the car mysteriously ‘fails to proceed’. If the engine starts normally but 
stops as soon as the key is released, install your spare ballast resistance. To get 
you home you need only plug the wires into the new resistance and leave it 
hanging on the wires until you complete the job in the comfort of your garage. 


cease in these circumstances. Volks- 
wagen’s stated intention is to return to 
all-British engines, which flies in the face 
of propaganda that there was no choice 
but to turn to BMW for engines and vin- 
dicates the view of the Rolls-Royce 
Acquisition Consortium that keeping fine 
British engines in Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars is perfectly achievable, as 
is continued British ownership. The 
Silver Seraph’s replacement, with a new 
engine, might be the Silver Seraph II. 

In the meantime BMW is planning 
small and medium sized “Bentley” cars 
based on BMW platforms, in the event 
that it is ultimately the successful bidder. 
To anyone familiar with what always hap- 
pens to low-volume quality marques 
once they fall into volume production 
ownership this will have a familiar ring. 


Where do you stand on this? 


My discussions with numerous mem- 
bers on the Company ownership issue 
suggest that there are nearly as many 
differing opinions as there are members 
in the Club. However, most fall into one 
of two broad categories. There are those 
who like me are absolutely appalled by 
all of this and will never come to terms 
with a German-owned Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd. On the other hand there 
are those who are more optimistically 
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pragmatic, who regard the country of 
ownership to be largely irrelevant, and 
who even imagine potential “benefits” for 
our marques. Some in the latter category 
claim that as the world is now a “global 
village” things like this are inevitable (but 
just try buying a prestige German com- 
pany!), while others have drawn on 
obscure events in Rolls-Royce history to 
‘prove’ the Company's internationalism 
(as if that in any way justifies a foreign 
sale). | have no truck with any of this. | 
firmly believe that the passage of time will 
vindicate the views of those who are 
firmly and unambiguously opposed. 


Don’t mention the War 


The jokesters are already saying that 
this is a new rule at Crewe! Even so, I’m 
afraid | must mention it and offer no apol- 
ogy for doing so. 

| grew up in the outskirts of a heavily 
bombed British city where there was still 
an abundance of uncleared bombed 
sites well into the 1960s. In my youth, 
some of my relatives’ homes still had 
bomb shelters, and the common op- 
posite my school, where there had been 
an anti-aircraft gun emplacement, was 
pock-marked with bomb craters. It would 
be all too easy for this to colour my views 
on who should or should not be the owner 
of Rolls-Royce But it hasn't. | did not 
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develop a dislike of Germans (in fact | 
married into a German family). Instead, | 
developed a reverence for the Company 
that did so much to secure our future free 
of foreign occupation. | considered that 
those fortunate souls who bought new 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in that 
post-war period were consciously or un- 
consciously repaying a debt of gratitude 
to a mighty Company. | am opposed to 
any foreign ownership. 


Why sell at all? 


The British economy is currently one 
of the most robust in the world and well 
ahead of Germany's by all economic 
indicators. Why then, one naturally 
wonders, the sudden headlong rush to 
sell British companies to foreign 
countries? The fact is that such sales 
occur simply because they can. As well 
as being extremely strong, the British 
economy is notably open and free of the 
obstructions to foreign sales that charac- 
terise Germany. Foreign buyers attempt- 
ing to purchase German companies do 
not find a welcome mat as they do in 
Britain. On the contrary, there are so 
many impenetrable obstructions in place 
as to render it all but impossible. 

How ironic that in early post-war 
decades, up to the 1960s, when Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars stood head and 
shoulders over all of their contempor- 
aries, both physically and figuratively, 
one of BMW's products was a little three- 
wheeled bubble-car, and Volkswagen’s 
fame was made by acurious little car with 
pre-war styling and an exhaust like a 
Spandau gun. Both makers’ cars have 
come a long way since then, obviously, 
and the makers of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars find it increasingly difficult to 
maintain even a slight edge over the next 
best. But is that a good reason to run up 
the white flag? Is that the spirit that 
brought Britain from the dark days of the 
1940s to today’s freedom and pros- 
perity? 

Asale of Rolls-Royce to Volkswagen, 
whose best-known car | have always 
thought of, somewhat unfairly perhaps, 
as the very antithesis of Rolls-Royce, 
seems like one of those celestial jokes 
that some unseen force in the universe 
plays on mankind from time to time. 

| suppose all of this makes clear my 
extreme distaste for the sale of a two of 
the most British of British car marques to 
foreign interests with the active col- 
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laboration of British captains of industry, 
while credible British bids are contempt- 
uously dismissed as though they don’t 
exist. 

The most offensive aspect is the im- 
pression being created that the Germans 
will succeed where the British might not. 
History offers little comfort to those 
inclined towards that way of thinking. 


Nigel Mansell, pedestrian 


In P.6-97 | reported that Nigel Mansell 
had acquired a new Bentley Continental 
T. Unfortunately it only took the Formula 
One champion a few months to fall foul 
of the law in his new super-car. Restrain- 
ing such a car to the 70 mph (112 km/h) 
British speed limit must be somewhat 
frustrating. Mr Mansell was detected in 
the Bentley at a modest (for that car) but 
nonetheless illegal 92 mph (147 km/h). 

My experiences of British motorway 
driving tell me that few drivers seem to 
do very much /ess than 90 mph and that 
the police seem unconcerned provided 
conditions are favourable. However, the 
offence took place not on a motorway but 
ona stretch of ordinary dual carriageway, 
which the police seem to view much 
more seriously. Mr Mansell’s driver’s 
licence was cancelled for six months — 
which would be an eternity when you own 
a Bentley Continental T ! 

| wonder if the policeman asked: “who 
do you think you are — Nigel Mansell?”. 


New Bentley 


As expected, the new Bentley Arnage 
was released during April, just after our 
last issue went to press. There had been 
persistent predictions of a differently 
styled body for the Bentley, so those 
hoping for this might be disappointed to 
find that the pattern of the past five 
decades, of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
four-door saloons sharing a common 
body shell, has been maintained. Details 
in this issue. 


Federal Rally 


The Federal Rally on Phillip Island 
was extremely enjoyable. Come to think 
of it, I've never been to one that wasn't! 
This issue includes full Rally coverage. 
Our next issue will-include coverage of 
the extremely successful Overlander 
tour from Sydney to the Rally, and the 
post-Rally tour homewards. 


Martin Bennett 
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From the Federal President 


Que Seraph Seraph 


At the time of writing Volkswagen 
looks like being the successful bidder for 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, having offered 
more money for our beloved marque. 
Recent Editorials in this very magazine 
extol the opinion of some members (but 
by no means all) on the issue of foreign 
ownership of this British icon, but it now 
seems inevitable that this deal will go 
through. However, every cloud has a sil- 
ver lining and in this case the silver lining 
might just be that under Volkswagen the 
current engine is phased out in favour of 
one from Cosworth (a Vickers sub- 
sidiary), that the body building and fitout 
operations remain in the U.K. and, could 
we dare hope, that they might even retain 
a British management team. Atleast then 
the cars themselves may be seen to 
remain British. 

It would be nice to see the hand-made 
radiator shell back again, but perhaps 
that is hoping for too much. Alas, what 
will be will be. 


1998 Federal Council Meeting 


| trust by now the various Branch 
delegates have reported back on the out- 
comes of this year’s Federal Council 
Meeting held at Phillip Island in April, so 
| will not waste valuable space here ex- 
cept to mention a few matters of interest 
to a broader section of the Club. 

The Council agreed that it would 
offer all existing back-issues of 
PRAECLARUM, and all future spare 
copies, to the Sir Henry Royce Found- 
ation. This would not only provide the 
Club with an appropriate repository for 
the magazine but will also provide the 
Foundation with a source of income 
since they would be able to sell spares to 
interested members or others. 

Outsourcing of the packaging of 
PRAECLARUM was also approved, al- 
though as | write we have struck a hiccup. 
We need to establish an account with 
Australia Post and currently we do not 
meet their minimum monthly postage 
requirement. Our Federal Secretary is 
pursuing this through Australia Post and 
you will know by the packaging in which 
this magazine arrived whether or not we 


have been successful. Members will be 
interested to note that outsourcing of this 
service in no way increases the cost of 
getting PRAECLARUM to you, as the 
costs are offset by savings in envelopes 
and present packaging arrangements. 

On the subject of costs, however, it is 
regretted that we have to raise the cost 
of PRAECLARUM. The Council thought 
members would prefer to pay a little more 
rather than accept a reduction in the size, 
quality, or frequency of the magazine. 
We will however investigate additional 
advertising in an effort to shore up 
against further increases. 


Friends of the Foundation 


You may note on your Branch mem- 
bership renewal this year that there will 
be an opportunity to join the Friends of 
the Foundation or make a donation to the 
Foundation. The Federal Council this 
year reiterated its support for the good 
work being carried out by the Sir Henry 
Royce Foundation, and urges our mem- 
bers to provide as much individual sup- 
port as possible. Don’t forget that you 
may also donate any memorabilia or 
other items with connections to Rolls- 
Royce or the Club, and (subject to valua- 
tion) such donations are tax deductible. 


Financial year 


The Club's Financial Year has been 
amended to end each December 31st 
instead of April 30th. This will make the 
financial reports more meaningful and up 
to date, since the change in the date of 
the Federal Rally (and hence the Council 
Meeting) to the first half of the calendar 
year has meant that reports were nearly 
12 months old before being considered. 


Happy Birthday George Sevenoaks 


Most of the older members will know 
George Sevenoaks, one of our Founder 
Members, an Honorary Life Member and 
a long-time member of the New South 
Wales Branch. George turned 90 in May, 
a great achievement, so on behalf of the 
whole membership of the Club, ‘Happy 
Birthday’ George. 


Happy Motoring, 
lan Dunn 
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~ Report of the Federal Executive 


During the past year the new Federal 
Executive has continued the tradition of 
running the Club as harmoniously as 
possible. Due to some financial con- 
straints at the Federal level the Executive 
has deliberately curtailed its travelling 
activities during the year. 

The 1997 Federal Rally saw the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation present a 
trophy to Roger Fry for his significant 
contribution to the Rolls-Royce move- 
ment and his continued excellent work in 
the restoration of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars. The Foundation 
hopes to make this an annual present- 
ation to recognise excellence in the spirit 
of Sir Henry Royce. The advisory com- 
mittee to the Foundation has held a num- 
ber of telephone conferences with the 
Trustees during the year and are continu- 
ing to build the relationship between the 
Club and the Foundation. 

All of our Branches have maintained 
their momentum with all manner of excit- 
ing and interesting events and social 
gatherings. The Tasmanian Section 
assisted with the organisation of a 20- 
Ghost Club tour during the year which 
has been widely reported as an outstand- 
ing success and a well attended event. 
The Executive extends its congratula- 
tions to all members who were involved 
with the organisation of this event, for 
their enthusiasm and commitment. 

The Inter-Clubs meeting was held at 
the Hunt House this year and Neil 
McLean of the Western Australia Branch 
kindly represented our Club at the meet- 
ing. His report of the meeting was 
reproduced in PRAECLARUM during the 
year. 

We have received a request from the 
organisers of the 2004 World Raily for an 
update of the Australian Club’s member- 
ship demographics. !t has been pro- 
posed that we co-ordinate the New 
Zealand and Australian Rallies for that 
year so that they are run more or less 
back to back. This is likely to attract more 
owners from both Europe and North 
America to travel to Australasia for the 
Rallies and associated tours. The 
proposal as it stands is a tour of New 
Zealand during February 2004 followed 
by the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & 


Bentley Club National Rally in late 
February. Then to Australia for our 
Federal Rally in early March followed by 
a tour of the Eastern States, perhaps 
followed by a Trans-Australia tour, 
before heading off to either Northern 
India or to South Africa. 

During the year the Club established 
its presence on the Internet where we 
have a domain address of 
www.rroc.org.au. The choice of the 
domain name was to more easily 
facilitate a search for owners’ clubs since 
the “au” extension clearly distinguishes 
the address as Australian. We have 
received a number of enquiries since the 
site went live including requests for both 
membership details and motor vehicle 
information. These have all been 
directed to the Branches most directly 
concerned with the request. The site is a 
living entity and requires the continued 
input and support of all of the Branches. 
Each Branch has its own home page and 
is responsible for providing the Federal 
Executive with the details of the informa- 
tion that is to be displayed. A consider- 
able amount of work in developing and 
establishing the website has been car- 
ried out by Chris Gillings of the New 
South Wales Branch and the Executive 
is grateful to Chris for his efforts. 

During the year the Federal Executive 
was placed in the position of having to 
raise the price of PRAECLARUM to the 
Branches to $5.00 per mailed copy. This 
extraordinary move was necessary due 
to a severe cash flow problem following 
the bankruptcy of Bross Classic, a num- 
ber of slow paying advertisers and the 
continued decline in the overall level of 
advertising revenue. Federal Council 
needs to review the costs of 
PRAECLARUM to its overseas members 
since the Club is subsidising this quite 
heavily. 

Fox Rolls-Royce and Bentley have 
been the successful bidders for the 
N.S.W. distributorship of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars and have estab- 
lished their showrooms at Rushcutters 
Bay in Sydney. Recently they were ap- 
pointed as the Victorian distributors as 
well and are in the process of fitting out 
a new showroom on Kings Way, South 


Melbourne. Fox have continued the tradi- 
tion of support for the Club that has been 
the trademark of York Motors for so many 
years and have taken over a similar ad- 
vertising commitment to that of Yorks. 

There have been a number of trade 
mark infringements during the year and 
these have all been passed on to the 
Company’s solicitors for appropriate ac- 
tion. | wish to thank all those members 
who have taken the time to send the 
details of these breaches to the Federal 
Secretary. 

There was an incident in the early part 
of the year where a large number of our 
members received advertising material 
from a Western Australian winery. It was 
readily apparent that the mailing details 
had been obtained from an old edition of 
Chassis Plate. lt appears that the 
proprietor of that winery is a member of 
the W.A. Branch and another member of 
that Branch has not only written to the 
member but has also informed the Mini- 
ster of Fair Trading for Western Australia. 
It is most unfortunate when this type of 
incident occurs but we must all be aware 
of the confidentiality of the information 
contained in Chassis Plate and its free 
distribution within our Club. 

At the time of writing this report the 
news from the U.K. is that Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd is to be sold to BMW 
although this is not yet the final word in 
this long running and emotional saga. | 
am sure there will be a great deal of 
debate and discussion surrounding the 
sale but | sincerely hope that the end 
result will benefit the Marque. 

The Federal Executive for the coming 
year will be: 

Federal President: 

lan Dunn (A.C.T. Branch) 

Federal Secretary: 

Kim Stapleton (N.S.W. Branch) 

Federal Treasurer: 

David Miller (A.C.T. Branch) 

The members of the Federal Execu- 
tive wish to thank all Delegates for their 
support over the past year and to all 
Branches for the excellent working 
relationship that has been maintained. 


fan Dunn 
on behaif of the Federal Executive 
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Branch Reports 


Australian Capital Territory 


The Australian Capital Territory 
Branch has enjoyed another successful 
year, with a variety of activities, and a 
strong commitment from members to 
events and meetings. 

The Branch meets monthly at the 
Scuderia Veloce Motors premises in 
Phillip, despite the fact that Scuderias 
have relinquished their liaison with York 
Motors and Rolls-Royce. Meetings have 
been lively and rewarding with the oc- 
casional address. The Branch library is 
always a strong attraction after meetings. 

Events during the past year have in- 
cluded the Tri-State run last August to 
Swan Hill, hosted by the Victoria Branch, 
and attended by members from the 
South Australian Branch. This was a 
great outing for members and their cars, 
in a locality well away from the cities and 
traffic. 

There have been regular local runs of 
interest, and again the Branch par- 
ticipated in the Council of A.C.T. Car 
Clubs annual February Wheels Day, this 
year sponsored for the first time by Shan- 
nons Insurance. The Council proposes to 
move this day to April from 1999 on- 
wards, but a date has yet to be set. For 
the first time, we joined with a host of 
marque clubs for the Canberra Motor 
Fest Display on the lawns below the Old 
Parliament House. The weather was a 
little hot, but the public was not deterred 
by this. It was a great day's outing, and 
well appreciated by the thousands of 
members of the public who viewed our 
cars. 

George Shores, our active Events 
Captain, organised a number of runs 
around the region, including a Mystery 
Run, a barbeque at Woods Reserve in 
the Tidbinbilla area, and a Pie Floater 
Run in the depths of the cold month of 
June. At the end of that month, members 
joined with the closing activities of the 
N.S.W. Branch’s Bruce Ross Memorial 
Run, anda wonderful dinner and evening 
was enjoyed by us all at the Canberra 
Yacht Club. lan Sykes organised our 
Christmas in July dinner at the Heritage 
Motel which was also very well attended. 

Perhaps the strongest development 


of the year past, has been the growth of 
the Silver Shadow Owners’ Self-Help 
Group within the Branch. Under the 
guidance of George Shores, Branch 
members from in town and far afield have 
met on one Sunday morning monthly, to 
tickle, adjust, service, repair, remove, 
replace, discuss, assess, clean, polish, 
(admire), and generally enhance the 
presentation and performance of their 
cars, While this was initially set up for 
Silver Shadow and derivative cars, all 
enthusiasts and their cars are welcome. 
| am sure that | speak for all when | say 
George's initiative has been a most valu- 
able new dimension to the meaning of 
clubmanship. Well done, George! 

Along with members across the 
country, and enthusiasts around the 
world, we await developments at HQ. 
Just what the future may hold for Rolls- 
Royce and the enthusiastic followers of 
the marque is a matter of pure specula- 
tion, but we were saddened to hear that 
the Company was to be sold. At first we 
did not want to believe it! 

| thank all who have served on the 
past committee, especially my predeces- 
sor, St.John Herbert, who has given 
exceptional service in numerous Com- 
mittee positions over recent years. Final- 
ly, on behalf of you all, our continuing 
thanks to Eric & May Goudie for their 
work for all of you in their packaging and 
distribution of PRAECLARUM. They are, 
in this Club, Living National Treasures! 
On behalf of all members of the A.C.T. 
Branch, I hope all participants in the 1998 
Federal Rally had a wonderful time and 
a safe trip home. | regret that | could not 
attend this year. | look forward however, 
to an exceptional turnout for the 1999 
Federal Rally, when the A.C.T. Branch 
once again gets the opportunity to host 
the wider membership and their cars. 


lan Irwin OAM 
Branch President 


New South Wales 


The N.S.W. Branch has enjoyed 
another year of modest growth and a 
plethora of activities. Though at the last 
AGM we were unable to fill the position 


of Events Captain, we did appoint an 
Events Co-ordinator whose réle was to 
organise and guide the activities of a 
number of volunteers from among the 
members. This has produced a number 
of highly varied events that have been 
well attended throughout the year. 

Bryan Inder organised a delightful day 
at the Terrace Vale winery in the Lower 
Hunter Valley which was a very well at- 
tended and most popular day. We have 
had a great deal of interest in the mid- 
week runs that have been organised by 
Eric Lang and Allan Simpson. The Bruce 
Ross Memorial weekend which is to be 
held towards the beginning of May also 
promises to be an interesting and well 
attended event. 

During the year as part of the Federal 
Executive's initiative, we established 
our presence on the Internet 
(www.rroc.org.au). We have a home 
page that currently presents some of the 
history of our Branch as well as Member- 
ship details and an Application Form that 
can be downloaded and completed by 
prospective members. Thus far we have 
received anumber of enquiries regarding 
membership via this medium, as well as 
several enquiries requesting information 
about various models and parts. This is 
an area where we need to spend more 
time to really develop it to it fullest poten- 
tial. 

The Branch newsletter London & 
Derby continues to be a superb means 
of communicating with our members 
both near and far and is keenly awaited 
each month. It is however a high cost 
area and as the Branch’s funds are not 
endless, we need to monitor these costs 
closely and on a regular basis. | con- 
gratulate and thank our Editor, Melva 
Tompkins, for her continued dedication 
to the publication of our monthly journal. 
Please give Melva as much support as 
you can, she is always in need of inter- 
esting articles and juicy gossip. Even if 
you do not consider that you have any 
journalistic talent just write your story as 
if you were telling your family and you will 
be amazed how readable it really is. 

This will be my last Annual Report as 
your Branch President and | would like to 
sincerely thank every member of our 


Branch for the support and comradeship 
you have given me throughout my three 
years in this office. | would also like to 
thank most prolifically the members of 
your committee who give their time so 
willingly to make this Branch the enjoy- 
able and interesting organisation that it 
is. It has been my greatest pleasure and 
privilege to serve you as President for 
these last three years. 

Kim Stapleton JP 

Branch President 


Queensland 


The Queensland Branch continues to 
enjoy the participation at various levels 
from its members. Distance will always 
be a problem for members not living in 
close proximity to Brisbane, but we have 
noticed a growing participation from 
members living as far away as the Sun- 
shine Coast, Toowoomba and the Gold 
Coast. The Branch does try to support 
those members by organising events 
visiting their areas. 

It is of concern that it is becoming 
increasingly more difficult to encourage 
members to bring out the older cars. We 
all realise the many reasons for this, but 
we have not found the answer. 

We have had many well supported 
events including the following: 

A visit to the village of Nobby on the 
Darling Downs to have lunch at Rudd's 
Pub. Nobby is known as the home of 
Arthur Hoey Davis, otherwise known as 
Steele Rudd the creator of Dad and 
Dave. It is also the birthplace and final 
resting place of Sister Elizabeth Kenny, 
well known for her treatment of polio. 
Our Concours on 15th June at Tam- 
borine House attracted 31 cars and some 
80 members and guests. We will be en- 
joying this venue once again this year for 
our Concours on 21st June. 

A visit to BTQ7 Studios hosted by mem- 
ber Dina Brown, was well attended and 
very informative. 

Our Annual General Meeting on 4th June 
was recognised at our visit to Ipswich for 
a Heritage Tour of the city, culminating in 
lunch at the Ipswich Club, at which the 
following office bearers were elected: 
President: Fred Haughtey 
Vice-President: Peter Barrow 
Secretary: Graham Leacock 

Treasurer: Russell Leitch 

Committee members: Mark Willis, Steve 
Sparks, Steve Redford. 
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A visit to lan and Marcia Haynes's 
property at Eudlo, aptly named ‘El 
Retiro’, where we enjoyed wandering 
through rain forest and playing golf, 
tennis and croquet. 

The visit to the Mooloolabah Yacht Club 
was very popular where we enjoyed each 
others “toys” and a great lunch. We are 
repeating this one again this year. 

Our Christmas luncheon was enjoyed by 
50 people overlooking Samford Valley at 
a restaurant forming part of a B & B 
known as Bickles. Pre-dinner drinks 
were enjoyed under the huge Moreton 
Bay fig tree. 

Alan Hazelton invited the Branch to 
share his passion for collecting clocks on 
the evening of February 2nd when we 
were able to look at and touch some of 
his 300 clocks of all sizes. 

Lunch at Yandina Homestead, some 
11% hours drive north of Brisbane on 
March 8th was enjoyed by 45 members 
and guests with our entertainers, the 
Three Tatty Tenors, arriving in well- 
known club car, the ex-Charles Wright, 
David Heuzenroeder Silver Ghost 
(143AG) now owned by Queenslander 
John Wagstaff and looking magnificent 
as always. 

Of course we had other meetings in- 
cluding two technical evenings so our 
year has been quite eventful. This year 
we have other outings planned including 
Hervey Bay to go whale watching, a 
Silent Movie Day at Pomona and a visit 
to the natural delights of O’Reilly’s. 

Kerry Moorhouse supported by Wal- 
lace continues to keep all our Branch 
members aware of events with her great 
effort producing The Northern Spiriteach 
month. 

Our Branch continues to be sound 
financially and we are preparing to host 
the 2000 Federal Rally which requires 
early payment of deposits etc. due to the 
demand on accommodation in that year 
due to the Olympic Games. 


Fred Haughtey, 
Branch President 


South Australia 


Our Branch has moved into its For- 
tieth Anniversary Year with membership 
rising by 10% to 108, and a range of 
social, motoring and technical events 
being organized. Three of the motoring 
events saw turnouts of around thirty cars, 
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which are very good attendances for our 
Branch. The highlight occasions like 
Concours Day, the AGM Dinner and the 
Christmas Picnic remain the most 
popular events, and the weather smiled 
on every occasion. The innovation of 
Heritage Day in 1997 was followed by an 
even better event this year, with a pleas- 
ing representation of most models from 
1910 to 1939. 

Conservation Class awards, for all 
Club cars that are being well maintained, 
(for which cars are assessed on Con- 
cours Day), were presented to owners at 
the AGM Dinner. This scheme provides 
proper recognition and encouragement 
for Members who are improving their 
cars’ condition. 

We established our Branch website 
late in 1997, setting up immediate links 
with the R.R.O.C. Inc., the R.R.E.C., and 
the Japanese club, and as they joined in, 
the other Branches and the Federal 
body. We have profited by communica- 
tions with each other. Since the ’Netis a 
fairly anarchic institution, we have been 
very careful of members’ privacy, elimin- 
ating clues that might identify specific 
members or their cars, unless the 
member instructs otherwise. 

Our sites are now our front windows 
on to the wider world. Already new mem- 
bers have been attracted to our Branch 
through this website, some from over- 
seas. It is now clear that R.R.O.C.A. 
needs to form and disseminate to 
Branches a policy on how and where 
overseas applicants may join R.R.O.C.A. 
Do they join the Branch that they contact 
through the Internet, and what are to be 
the conditions of such virtual member- 
ship? 

E-Mail communications have greatly 
simplified and speeded up Committee 
work, so much that being on-line is now 
a pre-requisite for some sub-commit- 
tees, which can “meet” without leaving 
home, or without having to commit to a 
specific time. Within our Branch as a 
whole there is now an electronic sub-net- 
work that is moving ahead in exciting 
ways undreamt of just a couple of years 
ago. 

Our Registrar has entered all our cars 
and member details on database, includ- 
ing photographs of cars. In the long term 
this will provide a much better archive 
than any paper can, and it can be kept up 
to date all the time with a minimum of 
effort. Our Webmaster has likewise 
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entered the thousands of Club car and 
event photos from the collection of the 
late John Bull, and is ready to make these 
available to R.R.O.C.A. Members via 
computer compact discs. 

Our Club Library, also in memory of 
John Bull, is at last under way, and will 
be assisted by a database of all its con- 
tents, to which databases of participating 
members’ personal libraries of historical 
and technical literature is being added. 

Technical evenings, from garage 
visits to seminars on cars up on hoists, 
continue to interest growing numbers of 
members anxious to improve the condi- 
tion of their cars. One or two ambitious 
longer-term schemes for setting up 
workshops where members can par- 
ticipate in everything from servicing to 
restoration of their cars have been 
floated for discussion. There is a real 
need to help the member with limited 
technical capability and a limited budget, 
and it seems that this can only be done 
through some sort of network or co- 
operative. 

All in all, the Branch continues to 
move ahead into its fifth decade with 
confidence and a good Club spirit. 


David Forward 
Branch President 


Victoria 


The Victoria Branch has had a good 
steady year, the anticipation of this year's 
Federal Rally largely overshadowing 
other objectives. 

Membership and car numbers grew, 
although only modestly. A Junior 
Membership category was introduced as 
an investment in the future of the Branch. 

The Branch newsletter continues to 
be large, punctual, and eagerly ac- 
cepted. 

Our Club Shop has developed 
significantly with many new exciting 
products including chairs, jewellery and 
clothing items. 

Regular events are always well 
patronised, most these days including 
provision of meals. Events of note in- 
cluded: 

Swan Hill: a sell-out and successful 
weekend rally to Swan Hill, joined by 
many members from the A.C.T. and S.A. 
Branches, which we hope to perpetuate 
as an annual Tri-State rally. 

Christmas Dinner Cruise: around Port 
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Phillip Bay on the Spirit of Tasmania — 
a sell-out event where we were pleased 
to welcome our Federal President lan 
Dunn. 

An open air General Meeting, by Albert 
Park Lake. 

Our Branch Concours, which has be- 
come a more polished event, with mar- 
quee, band, and other entertainment. 


Robin Hickman 
Branch Secretary 


Western Australia 


The AGM on July 27th 1997 was one 
where the issue of costs and charges 
was raised by a number of members, 
many of whom felt that the cost of func- 
tions was too high, and with a special 
‘grizzle' about the Federal Rally. All clubs 
go through a phase and for the 
R.R.O.C.A. (W.A. Branch) this was the 
year! The members can look back on a 
fabulous Federal Rally and the Commit- 
tee was superb in its organisation despite 
those who wished to criticise but were 
obviously not active in the organisation 
of the event. 

Julian Walter was elected Branch 
President and Bas Renolds took over 
from Jacqui Walker after the delivery of 
her new son. Jacqui was Secretary and 
Treasurer and so had done a sterling job 
while having the additional respons- 
ibilities of pregnancy. The Branch is in- 
debted to Jacqui for her efforts. 

The Branch established a new Post 
Box address at P.O. Box 590 Kalamunda 
as its permanent mail address. Rally 
Marshal Ron McGrath, after another full 
year as Rally Marshal, published a full 
events calendar for 1997-98. 

On August 10th was a run to Dwell- 
ingup, superbly marrying trains and cars 
with a visit to the Heritage Forest Steam 
Museum. G123, an engine built in 1897, 
was given a full run and some members 
who braved the open carriages had a 
cool but delightful and exhilarating run 
through the old forest tracks. 

For those who say the W.A. Branch 
doesn't enjoy motoring, the next run was 
1,150 kilometres! The ‘Wildflower Run’ to 
Greenough, Geraldton and beyond was 
made by seven cars. A visit to Joko's 
Restaurant resulted in not only a sump- 
tuous meal but a list of handy limericks 
as well. Jeremy Greene won the ‘Back- 
scratcher Award’ for the run. 


October 19th had the Branch spon- 
soring two events. The first was a ‘tech- 
nology tour’ visiting the Aviation Museum 
at Bull Creek and the Railway Museum 
at Bassendean, with lunch at Houghton’s 
Winery. At the same time another group 
attended the 80 km. Motor Museum Run 
from Armadale to Whiteman Park. Funds 
raised assisted the Motor Museum Fund. 

November 1 1th was also a dual event 
day. Some 22 cars were displayed at the 
annual Celebration of the Motor Car at 
the Cottesloe Civic Centre with all 
proceeds going to the charity of the day, 
the Speech- and Hearing-Impaired 
Children's fundraiser. 12 cars attendeda 
run to Guilderton including a boat trip on 
the Moore River followed by afternoon 
tea at Gin Gin. 

The 1997 Christmas Party was held 
at Fraser's Restaurant at Kings Park. 
Guests began arriving at 6.00 p.m. and 
watched the setting sun light up the build- 
ings of the City of Perth. With party hats 
and jokes flying fast, a full Christmas 
dinner was served to a very high turnout 
of 102 members and guests. The ever 
present Mick Rust was selling Club Shop 
items and making sure members had a 
Christmas present of something R-R. 
Ron Magrath was MC for the evening, 
having completed a year of rallying that 
was unsurpassed by previous Rally Mar- 
shals — ten local runs, four country runs, 
for a total of 4,156 km. for the year. 

Branch membership at year’s end 
stood at 144, including four Honorary Life 
Members, and 192 chassis comprising 
133 Rolls-Royce and 59 Bentley cars — 
slightly down on 1996. 

January, being difficult to organise 
with so many people away, saw limited 
activity with some members grouping for 
short country runs. February started with 
a fabulous day as always — the Boatin’- 
Drivin’ Day at Royal Freshwater Bay 
Yacht Club. Some 32 members took part 
with Julian Walter and Maurice Brockwell 
providing not only cars but the use of their 
Halvorsen motor yachts as well. 

In March 14 cars and 31 members 
drove to York and surrounds, with a 
“special dinner” at the Castle Hotel. After 
the dinner the pool was so tempting to 
some after a hot night that members 
tested the waterproof capabilities of their 
attire! Perhaps a new wet weather driving 
proving ground. 

Julian Walter 
Branch President 
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The new Bentley Arnage shares the Silver Seraph’s body shell, with a ‘matrix’ grille in a body-colour Bentley grille shell. The engine is a BMW V-8 
of just under 4.4 litres capacity, which though smaller than the Seraph’s engine, develops more power with the aid of twin turbochargers. 


The Bentley Arnage 


Could this new Bentley quickly become a rare collector’s item? 


The Bentley Arnage was introduced on 
April 27th, replacing the Brooklands L and 
Turbo RT saloons which were discon- 
tinued late last year. 

The most obvious ‘first glance’ aspect 


By Martin Bennett 


of this new model is that although a dif- 
ferently styled body had been widely 
predicted, in fact the new Bentley shares 
the Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph’s body 
shell. As has so often been the case in the 


The Bentley Arnage interior. Note the return to traditional seat styling with pleats running along 
the car rather than across, and less fussy woodwork than that of the Silver Seraph, with no wood 
on the steering wheel. The ‘parchment’ background colour of the instrument dials is unusual. 


past, one quickly gets the feeling that this 
body shape actually looks better as a 
Bentley, though of course that’s the purely 
subjective view of a Bentley driver! 
Another of my subjective opinions is that 
the styling is very good. The body shell 
itself is superbly built and is particularly 
rigid — an essential requirement in achiev- 
ing the standards of handling and road- 
holding expected of a fine modern car, as 
well as providing a ride free of rattles and 
creaks. 

The name Arnage, like Mulsanne, has 
Le Mans connections, being the name of 
the series of bends at the end of Mulsanne 
Straight. This was, of course, the scene of 
Bentley triumphs in the racing heyday of 
the marque, and the Arnage was approp- 
riately launched at Le Mans on April 26th, 
with high-speed demonstration runs on the 
circuit to show off the new car’s mettle. 

Though they still share the same body 
shell, for the first time since Rolls-Royce 
acquired the Bentley marque the two 
marques have entirely different engines. 
The new “Bentley” engine, like that of the 
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Silver Seraph, is sourced from BMW, 
though the similarity ends there. In the case 
of the Bentley, there is considerably more 
British input in terms of both development 
and construction. The engine is a 90 degree 
all-aluminium V-8 of 4,398 cc capacity 
(curiously, this is identical to that of the 
“W.O.’ Bentley 4 Litre), with a Cos- 
worth low inertia twin-turbocharger instal- 
lation. For an engine of barely two-thirds 
the capacity of its predecessor it develops 
very creditable power (350 bhp) and 
torque (413 lb/ft) with the aid of quad 
camshafts and four valves per cylinder, as 
well as the twin turbochargers, inter- 
cooling, and an ability to rev to 5,500 rpm. 
As well as being much smaller than its 
predecessor, the new “Bentley” engine is 
some 20% smaller than that of the Silver 
Seraph, but considerably more powerful. 
There can be little doubt that all of this 
adds up to a very fine package, despite the 
engine’s mixed pedigree, or perhaps be- 
cause of it. Rob Oldaker, Bentley Arnage 
Product Development Director, said: “In 
designing the Bentley Arnage our brief 
was to create the world’s most exhilarating 
four-door driving experience”, and that 
is probably precisely what has been 
achieved. Unfortunately though, the still 
unresolved (at the time of writing) Com- 
pany ownership has cast a cloud over it. 
If Volkswagen becomes the new owner 
of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor car 
marques, as is the latest information, the 
Arnage in the form described here could be 
a very short-lived model indeed. BMW’s 
intentions in the event that they are not the 
successful bidder for Rolls-Royce have 
been made abundantly clear. No engine 
supplies. WW’s intentions are equally 
clear: to return to all-British engines in the 
Crewe cars if they are successful in acquir- 
ing the Company. The BMW engines 
could be the briefest phase in the history of 
the Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques. 
This will no doubt mean a revised version 
of this Bentley, and a ‘Silver Seraph II’. 
Quite apart from being the last Bentley 
introduced by the British-owned Com- 
pany, the Armage in this form could 
become a rare collector’s item. Might be 


a good idea to snap one up now. =x Be 


Photographs courtesy of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 


Right: In rear view of the Bentley Arnage is 
distinguishable from the Silver Seraph by its 
badging, oval-shaped exhaust tail-pipes and 
lack of chrome number plate surround. 
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Bentley Arnage 


Technical Specification 


Engine 
BMW/Cosworth aluminium alloy 90 degree V-8 with twin water-cooled 
low inertia turbochargers and engine-mounted intercooler. 
Bore 92 mm, stroke 79 mm, cubic capacity 4,398 cc. 
Twin overhead camshafts per cylinder bank, 32 valves. 
Maximum power 350 bhp (260 kW) at 5,500 rpm. 
Maximum torque 413 Ib/ft (670 Nm) at 2,500 to 4,200 rpm. 


Transmission 


ZF five-speed automatic with adaptive gear-shift management. 
Electronic selection from selector in centre console. ZF final drive. 


Suspension 


Independent by double wishbones and coil springs front and rear. 
Computer controlled adaptive hydraulic damping. 

Automatic height control with automatic load compensation and 
headlamp levelling. 50/50 front/rear weight distribution. 


Steering 


Power-assisted rack and pinion. Electric steering column rake 
adjustment linked to driver's seat position memory control with 
automatic easy entry/exit feature. Turns lock-to-lock, 312. 


Brakes 


Power boost control system with 4-channel anti-lock braking. 
Micro-alloy ventilated discs. Hydraulic servo. Pad wear indicator 
system. Foot apply/hand release parking brake. 


Wheels and tyres 


17 inch five-spoke aluminium alloy wheels with 255/55 R17 Avon or 
Michelin tyres. 


Dimensions 
Overall length 17 ft 8.2 in (5,390 mm); wheelbase 10 ft 2.7 in (3,116 mm); 
width (excluding mirrors) 6 ft 4 in (1,930 mm); 
height 4 ft 11.6 in (1,515 mm); kerbside weight 5,075 Ib (2,302 kg); 
fuel tank capacity 20.7 gallons (94 litres). 


Performance 


Acceleration 0-100 km/h, 6.5 seconds; 0-160 km/h, 15.5 seconds. 
Maximum speed, 240 km/h. Deceleration 100-0 km/h, 3.0 seconds. 
Fuel consumption, combined urban/highway 16.7 mpg (16.9 litres/100km). 
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An atmospheric scene from a gentler age as Terry Bruce’s 1926 Twenty (GYK47) visits the ‘coachworks' at the Coal Creek Heritage Village near 


Korumburra, on the 1998 Federal Rally. 
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The fun started with the journey, as it 
always does when you own and drive a 
Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car. I’ve 
been told that it is customary to ‘write up’ 
the Rally first and the driving later. Our 
group of eight cars (we called ourselves the 
‘Inlanders’) arrived at Phillip Island at 
about 3.00 p.m. on Thursday and linked up 
with the ‘Overlanders’ who had arrived 
from the opposite direction. Nice timing 
considering the distance covered by most 
of the participants. One of the ‘Overlander’ 
cars had ‘failed to proceed’, after having 
been driven uneventfully all the way from 
Sydney, less than a kilometre from Rally 
Headquarters! 

Festive chaos reigned at the Rally H.Q. 
reception desk as long parted friends 
spotted each other and tried to catch up on 
the news and book in at the same time. 
Rooms were allocated and cars parked as 
close to them as practical and we set up 


The 40th Annual Federal Rally 


Phillip Island, Victoria, April 9th - 13th 


By George Shores (A.C.T.) 


home for the next four days. Arrangements 
were made for those who weren’t involved 
with the Federal Council Meeting to gather 
at the pub for an informal counter dinner 
and amazingly, everyone except Michael 
and Suzie Zwar and Laraine and I, got lost! 
I say amazingly because there is only one 
pub on the whole island and it was right 
next door! It was a very nice dinner 
anyway. Our daughter Toni-Anne arrived 
and we had a lovely reunion. 

Several nightcaps later we meandered 
offto our rooms for a good night’s rest. The 
poor security guard was roving the carpark 
in nervous anxiety and challenged us as 
soon as he heard the crunch of gravel. 
Good on him, he did a great job. 

Dirty cars are unhappy cars, so we 
devoted the first few hours of Friday to 
washing off several hundred kilometres of 
road grime from our favoured possessions. 
Water restrictions were in place and hoses 


were not allowed so buckets were used. 
The not-to-be-missed technical sessions 
were being held at Churchill Island so we 
left at 10.30 a.m. 

Churchill Island was a great location 
for the Technical Sessions. It was peaceful 
and historic, and those not interested in 
what makes the cars go explored the old 
world charm of a gentler and less hectic 
time and wandered leisurely from group to 
group greeting old friends and making new 
ones. 

Meanwhile, having deserted the ladies, 
the grease addicts were crowded around 
Robert Chapman, who, with his know- 
ledgeable young assistant Neil (who also 
happens to be his son), was showing us 
through the business end of his own Silver 
Shadow. He stressed the importance of 
ignition and carburation in the efficient 
and clean running of internal combustion 
engines and graphically demonstrated so 
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by introducing a number of faults into the 
ignition and fuel systems one at a time and 
explaining the cause and effect of each. 
After the session, Robert invited us to put 
our cars to the test. The merciless diagnos- 
tic machine displayed each fault without 
fear or favour and we all looked on with 
great interest as the dials blipped and the 
needles wavered. A most interesting and 
informative afternoon. Thank you Robert 
and Neil Chapman. 

The Friday night cocktail party was 
predicably noisy and many a normally sen- 
sible eater threw caution to the wind. 
Luckily, calories don’t count when one is 
onholiday. We nibbled, sipped and chatted 
well into the night and managed to catch 
up with many good friends. Isn’t it good to 
see mates from the other side of the island 
haven’t changed a bit from the last Federal 
Rally?!! 

Friday became Saturday and the Con- 
cours was rushing up on us so the sensible 
ones went to bed. 

Saturday April 11th: Dawn broke just 
before the keenest of the car buffs started 
to buff their cars in readiness for the 
judges’ steely gaze. The long drought 
chose to break overnight and the cars were 
all freckled with little rain spots. Poor 
Steve Redford had just finished leathering 
his paintwork when I rather carelessly 
splashed water over it as I began to wash 
the car next to his. As underwhelmed as he 
must have been, his expression and manner 
were the epitome of serenity. Marvellous 
self control. 

Cars ready, we drove gently to the Phil- 


Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) is extremely generous with his cars and loves sharing his enjoyment of 
them with others. His 1912 Silver Ghost (2133) is seen here with David Jones (Vic.) at the wheel, 
Tom Clarke (U.K.) beside him and George Shores (A.C.T.) in the back. 
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1914 Silver Ghost (6TB) coming out of the pits onto the Phillip Island circuit, after being judged 
Overall Winner of the 1998 Federal Concours. Owner John Milverton (N.S.W.) at the wheel. 


David Jones (Vic.) won the Masters Class (best of previous winners) with his 1912 Silver Ghost 
(1997) — appropriately enough as David is surely a master of concours presentation. 


Enthusiastic member Bob Nicholson joined 
us all the way from San Francisco. 
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GYK47 at Coal Creek again, with another leisurely ttansport mode from less hurried times. GYK47's Park Ward 
‘saloon-limousine’ coachwork is far more comfortable than these narrow-gauge railway carriages, though! 


* Ses 
The Twenty Horsepower in more sporting guise: lan Rosenberg’s photo ... George Forbes (Vic.), seen on the circuit at surprising speed with 
shows GOK74, owned and enthusiastically driven by ... trademark cheroot between his teeth. 


Fiona Forbes (Vic.) drives the family cars as enthusiastically as husband George does. Here she exits the pit 
lane with a load of passengers in her 1921 Silver Ghost (8CE). Behind is Donald Eve (N.S.W. in his 1953 R-type 
James Young saloon (B152TN). 
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lip Island Race Circuit. The marshalls 
guiding us to the track did an excellent job 
and we were in and organised before we 
knew it. The mild weather and the very 
attractive array of cars on display was com- 
plemented by a very hyped up and en- 
thusiastic jazz band who played their 
hearts out all day. Lovely. We took a close 
look at some of the fabulous cars on show. 
Those tool kits and accessories on display 
were well worth inspection too. 

I ran into fellow branch member Bob 
Clarke who had been in Melbourne for the 
previous week. He had successfully 
negotiated the purchase of some desirable 
and scarce parts and was very pleased with 
himself. The others went off on their own 
and I reported to the Judges’ area to collect 
my clipboard, paperwork and dustcoat. 

To all potential Concours Judges, the 
good news is that there are always plenty 
of vacancies. The better news is that there 
are people about like Matt Smith, who not 
only lend beginners a most welcome help- 
ing hand, they give valuable pointers and 
share their wealth of experience. You’ve 
won me over Matt. Thanks a lot. 

Although my duties were over by lunch 
time, some of the others were hard at it for 
most of the day. They deserve a pat on the 
back for their dedication. 

Directly after lunch drivers and pas- 
sengers began to assemble for the thrill of 
the day, a lap of the famous Phillip Island 
Race Track. David Ekberg, fellow member 
and Sales Manager of Fox, Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley, presented the new Silver 
Seraph for inspection, and a number of 
lucky people experienced the track in com- 
fort and style. All manner of wonderful 
cars were driven enthusiastically and every 
one appeared to thoroughly enjoy the ex- 
perience. 

Eric and Betty Hart kindly invited me 
to accompany them as they tested out their 
1980 Silver Shadow II with a recently 
fitted Harvey Bailey suspension kit. Mar- 
tin Bennett and Steve Ortlipp were invited 
along too. What a blast! Eric casually men- 
tioned that he had completed an advanced 
driving course, which should have warned 
us that we were in for more than a sedate 
Sunday drive. We took the first corner 
briskly, but comfortably, then Eric put his 
foot down. The next little adventure, in the 
shape of a sweeping horseshoe bend, 
rushed at us. The tyres began to moan, then 
squeal as the curve kept on coming at us. 
By the time the Avons were howling, 
Martin, Steve and I were active members 
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1923 Springfield Silver Ghost (425XH) Rolls-Royce Custom Coach Works roadster (ex-'Oxtorad’ 
tourer) owned by Ken Russell (Vic.). Note the characteristically American drum-type headlamps. 
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1925 Phantom | (11RC) owned by Robert Shannon (Vic.). The rakish dual-cow!l torpedo 
coachwork, based on a Barker design of the period, was built in the late 1960s. 


1927 Phantom | (71UF) Park Ward tourer owned by Brian Tilbury (W.A.), who won Best Pre-War 
Car with it, and is thus eligible for the Masters Class for the next three years. 
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David Neely (N.S.W.) motored down from Sydney in his 1929 Phantom Ii (120XJ). The Australian- 
built (Jackson, Jones & Collins) limousine coachwork is solid and comfortable. This big Pll is 
also has very good petrol consumption — it absolutely loves the stuff! 


Later Phantom IIs, like 44UK of the final series, are quite different from the early cars represented 
by 120XJ above, with a range of mechanical modifications in the intervening 6 years. 44UK is 
owned and was restored by David Bailie (Vic.). The saloon coachwork is by Thrupp & Maberly. 


The 20/25 chassis was made alongside the Phantom II and was mainly aimed at the owner-driver. 
Close-coupled saloons such as this one, by H.J. Mulliner, probably represent the ideal ‘smalil- 
horsepower’ car of the period. This 1936 20/25 (GTK20) is one of the last of the model. It was 
restored in Western Australia many years ago by owner Gilbert Ralph, now of the Vic. Branch. 
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of the ‘White Knuckle Brigade’. Betty 
gazed nonchalantly out of the window, 
completely unperturbed. The rest of the lap 
was an anticlimax — fortunately! We 
climbed out and strutted around for a bit, 
in that stiff-legged gait people use when 
they have too much adrenalin coursing 
through their veins. Two things were 
proved though, and they were: that these 
cars are able to handle the stress of high 
speed comering, and that the purchase of 
the Harvey Bailey kit was money well 
spent. Oh yes, and Eric must have paid 
close attention on his advanced driving 
course, thank goodness! 

At the risk of embarrassing them, I 
would like take a moment to acknowledge 
the generosity of those members who al- 
lowed others to share in the glorious ex- 
perience of motoring at its most majestic. 
Tam referring to those who own (and glad- 
ly share) the older and rarer cars. Most of 
us would never get the opportunity to ride 
in a Silver Ghost travelling at more than 60 
miles an hour, or in a silky smooth 20 h.p., 
if it wasn’t for these open hearted owners. 
A number of the cars (sans owners in some 
cases) whizzed around the track a dozen 
times or more! I’m sure I speak for many 
when I say “Thanks a lot”. 

People drifted away from about 3.30 
p.m. and gradually the car park emptied. 
The concours was over for another year. 
The informal Saturday night dinner was 
very relaxed and that’s the way most of us 
wanted it. It had been a long day, and a 
casual evening was just what we needed. 
The mood was set by that tireless jazz band 
which had tooted and bopped all day out at 
the race track. Steve Redford took a turn at 
the microphone and entertained us as we 
tucked into some delicious desserts. At one 
point, I looked over at Michael Zwar, who 
is an avid jazz fan (I'll qualify that last 
comment — good jazz fan), and saw him 
jumping out of his skin. He (and we) car- 
ried that mood on to the Bennett’s room for 
an after party party with about 30 other 
members from all Branches of the Club. 

The rain that greeted us on Sunday 
morning stopped before we got to Coal 
Creek, near Korumburra. Unfortunately 
the muddy conditions made it impossible 
to hold the driving events planned but for- 
tunately there was plenty to see and do. 
There was a steam train ride around the 
recreated pioneer town, a blacksmith shop, 
acobbler, a general store, a court house and 
lots more. I got to see it all because Martin 
ran out of film and ‘conned’ me into 
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Bentley ‘Specials’ are built for fun and sporting performance, usually on Mk VI chassis with standard steel bodies 
beyond economic restoration. The sporty open body on this 1951 chassis (B25KL), owned by David Alsop 
(Vic.), was built by Roger Fry in the mid-1980s. Photo by lan Rosenberg (Vic.). 


The short boot Silver Dawn is often said to have been built almost 
entirely in left-hand drive form. In fact, considerable numbers of rhd 
cars, like this fine 1951 example (SDB42) owned by Jack Godfrey 
(N.S.W.), came to Australia. Photo by lan Rosenberg. 
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Matt & Shirley Smith’s elegant Silver Wraith James Young touring 
limousine (WME18) was at the Federal Rally all the way from Perth. 


Photo by lan Rosenberg. 


John Richardson (S.A.) owns a number of Bentley R-types. The pretty body shape, ease of maintenance and 
very good turn of speed on the open road are probably among the features that endear him to them. This is his 
B10TN, a 1953 car which, to put the icing on the cake, is fitted with the delightful manual gearbox. 
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1998 Federal Concours d’Elegance, 
PHillip Island, 11th April 


Class Winners 


Class 1 Silver Ghost John Matheson (N.S.W.) 1925 Silver Ghost 
RRCCW saloon, S84LK 


Class 2 Phantoms | and I! David Bailie (Vic.) 1935 Phantom II 
Thrupp & Maberly saloon, 44UK 


Frank Italiano (Vic.) 1928 Twenty 
Martin & King saloon, GTM10 


Class 3 20 h.p. and 20/25 


Class 4 25/30, Phantom III, Wraith Not Awarded 


David Jones (Vic.) 1935 Bentley 314 Litre 
Park Ward drophead coupé, B179CW 


Class 5 Derby Bentley 


David Jones (Vic.) 1954 Silver Dawn, SOG36 


Class 6 Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV 


Class 7 Bentley Mk VI and R-Type Don Peel (Vic.) 1952 Bentley Mk VI, B120PV 


Class 8 Silver Cloud | and Bentley S1 Not Awarded 


Class 9 Silver Clouds II & Ill, Bentley S2 & S3, Phantom V Dale O'Sullivan (Vic.) 1962 Silver Cloud II, SAE305 


Norman Gengoult-Smith (Vic.) 1972 Corniche 
Mulliner Park Ward Convertible, DRH13533 


Class 10 Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series and derivatives 


Class 11 Current Series Barrie Childs (N.S.W.) 1987 Silver Spirit, ASH16894 


Special Awards 


Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy Ivan Pearson (Vic., Tas. Section) 1958 Silver Wraith 
for the best post-war coachbuilt car H.J. Mulliner 7-passenger limousine, HLW45 


Australian Coachwork Trophy Frank Italiano (Vic.) 1928 Twenty 
for the best car with Australian-built coachwork Martin & King saloon, GTM10 


Wallace Moorhouse (Qld.) 1973 Silver Shadow, SRH16864 


Touring Award 
for the best car in regular use 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy Martin Bennett (A.C.T.) 


for excellence following the ideals of Sir Henry Royce 


Frank Cove Trophy Robin Hickman 
for the most significant contribution to the organisation 
of the Federal Rally 


accompanying him in search of some driven up to the Coachbuilder’s shop and tation of trophies, is the climax of the 


more. Lunch was held under a giant mar- General Store for photography. Rally, and this one did not disappoint. The 
quee and we ate to the music of another We left at about 2.00 p.m. in order to meal was interspersed with short addresses 
enthusiastic band. have a rest before the Federal Dinner. by official bearers who, in tone with the 


After lunch the Silver Seraph was Traditionally, the Dinner, with the presen- overall mood of the Rally, kept things in- 


Silver Cloud Trophy 


Silver Shadow Trophy 


Silver Spirit Trophy 


Bentley Trophy 
for the best Bentley 


Best Pre-War Car 
(presented by R.A. McDermott & Co.) 


Best Post-War Car 
(York Motors Trophy) 


The Company Trophy 
for the Best Restoration of the Year 


E.J.Vidler Shield 
for Age and Authenticity 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Trophy 
for the best car in the Masters’ Class 


Overall Winner 
of the Concours d'Elegance 


formal. Tom Clarke proposed the Loyal 
Toast and Malcolm Johns gave an inform- 
ative address about the travails of the Com- 
pany, drawing attention to the many 
upheavals which were encountered and 
overcome in the past. The Victoria Branch 
President, George Forbes, thanked every- 
one for their attendance, acknowledging 
the group effort that went into organising 
the Rally — a gesture which was well 
received by everyone. The Federal Presi- 
dent, Ian Dunn duly thanked the Victoria 
Branch for their hospitality and drew our 
attention to a milestone which may well 
have gone unnoticed to some of us. Eric & 
May Goudie (Honorary Life Members) 
who, for many years enveloped, addressed 
and posted our PRAECLARUM (a huge 
number, all told) were finally relinquish- 
ing that responsibility. Eric was upstand- 
ing, and received a rousing round of 
applause. Unfortunately, May was unable 
to attend this time, but I am sure Eric will 
have shared with her the warm congratula- 
tions he received. Ian then switched hats 
and became the Rally Director for the last 
next Federal Rally, inviting all members to 
‘come on over’ to the A.C.T. in 1999 
(March 26th to 29th). 

The rest of the evening was spent table- 
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Major Trophies 


Frances Costa (Vic.) 1962 Silver Cloud l!, SAE357 


Eric Hart (N.S.W.) 1979 Silver Shadow II, SRH36642 


Russell Burge (Vic.) 1981 Silver Spirit, ASBO3469 


Bill Rorrison (A.C.T.) 1982 Mulsanne Turbo BSC06977 


Brian Tilbury (W.A.) 1927 Phantom | 
Park Ward tourer, 71UF 


John Edgar (Vic.) 1950 Bentley Mk VI, B105FU 


John Edgar (Vic.) 1950 Bentley Mk VI, B105FU 


Malcolm Johns (N.S.W.) 1923 Silver Ghost 


Barker tourer, 22NK 


David Jones (Vic.) 1912 Silver Ghost 
Rainsford open-drive limousine, 1997 


John Milverton (N.S.W.) 1914 Silver Ghost 
Vintage Motor Garage tourer, 6TB 


hopping, consolidating new friendships 
and making plans for the next get together. 
George Forbes had extended a warm wel- 
come to Roy & Leslie Tilley from New 
Zealand, so I made my way to their table. 
Roy is President of the New Zealand Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley Club. They were most 
accommodating and we had a good discus- 


sion around repair facilities (or the lack of 
them) and what was being done to keep the 
cars in good fettle. The after party party 
was hosted by George & Fiona Forbes and 
an enjoyable time was had by all. 

The Farewell Breakfast was huge, 
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There were no fewer than three Royal Rolls-Royce cars on the Rally. The government sold them 
off a few years ago to the benefit of three Club members. They are recognisable by the blue 
‘theatre light’ above the windscreen. This is lvan Pearson's 1958 Silver Wraith (HLW45) from 
Tasmania. The huge 7-seater coachwork is by H.J. Mulliner. Photo by Allan Simpson (N.S.W.). 
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These Bentley Continental H.J. Mulliner ‘fastbacks’ look superb from any angle, even from a hotel balcony! This 
1957 S1 Continental (BC75BG) has just had the full treatment at Roger Fry's and is looking very special indeed. 
The proud owners are Lachlan & Kerry Ely (Vic.). 
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BC44AF. Tail-end treatment with round lamp units, as fitted to only the 
earliest examples, and (below) the stylish and beautifully made fascia. 
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Different, but no less attractive, was Park Ward's coachwork on the 
Continental S1. This is BC44AF, owned by Damien Trenouth (N.S.W.). 


These Bentley Continentals really do motor. This is Nick Simms at the wheel of BC75BG on the Phillip island 
circuit. The Continental S1 was the last model to have had a manual gearbox option, and BC75BG is so fitted. 
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This 1960 Bentley S2 (B25CT) was owned from almost new until recently by Honorary Life Member John 
Salter (Vic.), who always kept it in first-class condition. It was the first Rolls-Royce product ever driven 
by your Editor, in about 1967. A great thrill for an 18-year-old. It is now owned by Denis Deasy (Vic.). 


Allan Simpson (N.S.W.) is a Federal Rally and Overlander regular in Besides HLW45, the other two former Royal cars on the Rally were 1967 
his elegant and comfortable Silver Cloud I! long wheelbase saloon Phantom Vs. Not long back from its Peking to Paris epic, John 
(LCB56). This year he was in charge of the Overlander from Sydney. Matheson’s account of which concludes in this issue, was 5VF159. 


Dale O'Sullivan won Class 9 in the Concours with his fine 1962 Silver Cloud Ii (SAE305). He has owned 
this car for 25 years and has won numerous concours awards with it. No wonder. It is beautifully kept. 
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noisy, and tinged with a slight sadness. 
Many of the people who helped make the 
past few days such fun were going their 
separate ways. Last minute banter and 
promises filled the air as people farewelled 
each other. 

We had squeezed the last drop of enjoy- 
ment from the Rally and there was nothing 
left to do but look forward to the next one, 
which, by the way, is to be held in my home 
town of Canberra, so if you don’t want to 
miss out on the last Federal Rally of the 
1990s, reserve the last few days of March 
*99 and treat yourselves. You deserve it 
don’t you? 

Hope to see you there. ¥ 


Federal Rally photography 
by the Editor except where 
otherwise acknowledged 
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U.K. resident, W.A. Branch, Honorary Life Member Tom Clarke (left) chatting with David Neely 
(N.S.W.) at Rally Headquarters. 


Cars coming into the pits from the circuit, HLW45 in the lead. George Forbes on the circuit, hurrying 1996 Silver Spirit (AST57502). 


The third Royal car on the Rally was this 1967 Phantom V (5VF155) owned by lan Tonkin (Vic.). The H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward limousine coachwork of the Phantom V (and later the Phantom VI) is possibly the most luxurious ever. 
{ i \ Re a 7 y wort q dag sr jae 
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1978 Silver Shadow I! (SRH34273) owned by George & Laraine Shores (A.C.T.). George is the author of 
this article. He instigated the Silver Shadow Owners’ Self-Help Group, a highly successful concept in the 
A.C.T. Branch that has benefited many members. Laraine is also active, being the Branch Treasurer. 


The Bentley Continental R is a magnificent example of what Crewe can Near the opposite end of the age spectrum, the Concours Overall 
produce without the “benefit” of foreign ownership. This 1992 car Winner, 1914 Silver Ghost (6TB) looking very nearly as racey as the 
(BBN42117) was kindly brought along by Fox Rolls-Royce & Bentley. Continental R. These two photographs by Allan Simpson. 
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6TB’s owner John Milverton (N.S.W.) was photographed by Allan Simpson going “very fast" on the circuit. 
it was certainly fast enough to put a somewhat nervous expression on the mirrored face of Bob Nicholson! 
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Fox Rolls-Royce & Bentley (Melbourne) were kind enough to send along a number of their dedicated staff, and three cars including 
this brand new Silver Seraph (SCALA61E7WCHO01076), seen here at Coal Creek. 


\ es < 
AAW01076 (to use our customary abbreviation): wing swagelines are 
borrowed from earlier body designs, specifically those produced by 
John Blatchley, who was styling chief at Crewe from 1950 to 1969. The 
sidelightfturn indicator units are somewhat reminiscent of those of the 
Silver Cloud Ii!, Silver Shadow and Corniche. 
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AAW01076: In the past, the Company was reticent about disclosing engine power output figures, 
preferring to refer to them as ‘adequate’. That reticence has passed, but now there is reticence about 
the engine’s maker! No maker's name appears on the Silver Seraph’s engine cover; only the model name 
and cylinder configuration. Service items are accessible behind easily removable covers, which makes 
for a remarkably neat and tidy under-bonnet appearance. The only familiar fittings in sight are the oil filler 
cap label and the chassis number plate on the padded firewall. 


AAW01076: The frontal styling in particular recalls the Silver Shadow 
much more than the Silver Spirit. Note the rounded air intake corners. slightly from vertical. Note also the marked radius to the leading edge. 


AAW01076: In a picturesque setting at Coal Creek. Undoubtedly a superb car to take Rolls-Royce into 
the 21st Century, if only the Company's future ownership can be harmoniously and sensibly resolved. 
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5VF179 in Italy. After the rigours of Tibet, india, Pakistan and Iran this was just cruising! 


The Peking to Paris Motor Challenge 


Leg Three — Istanbul to Paris 


We left Istanbul for an easy run through 
to Greece. Again the formalities at the 
Greek border were quick and efficient. 
Once into Greece borders virtually dis- 
appear and it was simply a matter of driv- 


By John Matheson (N.S.W.) 


ing through Europe. We travelled down 
through Thessalonika past Mt Olympus 
looking at some beautiful country. We 
eventually crossed over the Corinth canal 
and travelled down to Patras. There were 


Gulsehir, Turkey. Rock dwellings and fascinating rock shapes. 


some competitive stages through Mt Par- 
nossos and I am happy to report that the 
Phantom, now running on all four springs, 
had no trouble with these sections and 
indeed we clean-sheeted as far as the rally 
was concerned all the way through Europe. 

If we had not had the spring broken in 
Tibet we would have been quite competi- 
tive on this trip. However the laurels for 
that were to go to others. In the classic 
section of the rally the Australian Holden 
came second which was a most commen- 
dable effort, and indeed, Team Australia 
came 4th overall although we were hardly 
contributors to the success. We finished 
about two-thirds of the way down the fleet, 
being promoted in the order mainly 
through the failure of other vehicles rather 
than for our ability to catch up on four lost 
days in Tibet. 

Many of the cars had been given nick- 
names on the journey. Some of their 
owners’ own invention and some forced on 
them. Our car became known as Lizzie’s 
Taxi, a name which stuck throughout the 
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journey. 

Patras proved to be entertaining. There 
was a small earthquake while we there but 
it was only a shake. Outside Patras there 
were Albanian refugees camped in tents 
and abandoned railway trucks. They 
would climb onto the axles of the semi- 
trailers going onto the car ferries and try to 
smuggle themselves across to Italy. There 
were at least two attempts to get on to our 
ferry. This resulted in the Greeks dragging 
these Albanians off and really treating 
them quite viciously, kicking and punch- 
ing them and throwing them out of the 
ship, an action which I thought was quite 
unpleasant and unnecessary. 

We were late leaving Patras because 
our own ferry had actually had a successful 
stowaway on it on the earlier run. When 
they caught him he jumped overboard so 
they had had to stop to go and pick him up 
thus delaying the ferry for a few hours. The 
ferry trip was uneventful ... it was high 
wind conditions but no waves, it was all 
quite pleasant. We got off at Ancona and 
were again joined by Lord Montagu. We 
went past Riva del Gardo where Prince 
Borgese had had a palace out on an island 
in the lake. We stayed at a hotel just oppos- 
ite the palace. Prince Borgese was of 
course the winner of the first Peking to 
Paris Motor Race in 1907. 

The run up through the Alps was 
through the easier roads. Unfortunately 
there were no attempts to take us over the 
Stelvio. It had commenced snowing and 
the organisers were a bit worried. It was a 
pleasant run up through the Alps. 

We crossed the Alps through Austria 
and then onto Germany to the side of Lake 
Konstanz where we had another night off. 
We then motored on through the Black 
Forest and to some steep country around 
Freiberg and then finally down the Rhéne 
Valley and up through the champagne 
country into Rheims. The rally finished at 
Rheims in effect. The final day from 
Rheims to Paris was just a short run in a 
non-competitive sector. 

Paris proved to be a disappointment. 
We pulled into the Place de la Concorde 
where we were parked very inefficiently 
and very slowly in an area which was 
moderately crowded. There was originally 
to be a procession up to the Arc de 
Triomphe but this never eventuated, in- 
stead there was a welcoming lunch at the 
Auto Club de France but by the time we 
were parked and got there they had run out 
of champagne and food so that was a bit of 
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Hanging Monasteries of Meteora, Greece, dating from the 14th Century. A James Bond movie 
was made here, 
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Leaving San Merino for Italy. 
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Beautiful stopover at Lake Garda at Peschiera, Italy. Prince Borghese lived on an island in this 
tranquil lake setting. 
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Snow in the mountains in Germany. The black ribbon on the Spirit of Ecstasy in memory of Josef 
& Rene Feit who were killed in Pakistan. 


Kangaroo en Paris! Place de la Concorde, October 18th, 1997. 
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a busted flush. In all, it was a low key and 
disappointing end to the rally. That eve- 
ning we had a dinner which was pleasant 
and we were able to say goodbye to the 
friends that we had made. The following 
day we took the car down to Charles de 
Gaulle airport and left it in a compound 
where it would be containerised and 
shipped back to Australia. 

The following day we flew on back 
ourselves. We wanted to get home at that 
stage. For us the rally had really ended in 
Istanbul and the last part was a bit of a 
phoney rally as we got more and more 
homesick and missed the children. 

Would I do it again? Yes, I would! It 
was an adventure. There was a lot of 
anxiety. Pleasure is really an inappropriate 
word to use in the situation. I am certainly 
glad I have done it but I am certainly glad 
it is over. 

Would I do it again with this rally 
organiser? No, I would not! The rally was 
poorly organised. It was a cheapskate 
affair in the end. We did not receive the 
support that they said we were going to get 
and the ending was a bit of a fizzer. 

It was six wonderful weeks on the road. 
We made some staunch friends. There was 
not a dislikeable person amongst the com- 
petitors and there was a great spirit of help 
and camaraderie. 

The overall winner was a 4-wheel drive 
vehicle — a Willys Jeep of 1942 vintage. 


T 


Photographs by the Author 
and Jeanne Eve 


Chauffeur-driven all the way. Jeanne Eve in the rear compartment, John Matheson driving. The (unbroken) 


sherry glasses could have been a bit bigger for the celebratory champagne! 
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Foundation Corner 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


Australia 


Fox Motor Museum (our Headquarters) 


The opening has been delayed until March 1999 as there 
are extensive alterations being made after the appointment of 
the Director, Ron Collins, who has come from ScienceWorks 
at Williamstown. Ron’s knowledge of the way a modern car 
museum is to run is most valuable and we look forward to 
working with him on the Sir Henry Royce Foundation display. 

Many items including the Royce motors and crane are 
being housed there at the moment. We will shortly organise 
a working bee to restore the motors for display. 


Foundation Car Badge 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation car badge has been 
designed and is being produced for sale. The Trustees would 
like to thank Wendy Friezer, Eric Lang and Martin Bennett, 
organisers of the Gold Rush Tour to the Ballarat Federal Rally 
and the Beyond the Black Stump Overlander to the 
Toowoomba Federal Rally, for supporting the work of the 
Foundation by paying for the manufacture of these car badges 
with surplus funds from those events. We are most apprecia- 
tive of this gesture which will bring both pride and pleasure 
to the holders of the car badges and continued interest in the 
Foundation. 


Publications 


The Gilbert Ralph booklet on the R.R.O.C. Federal 
Rally Trophy Winners was distributed with the last 
PRAECLARUM and we congratulate Gilbert on the produc- 
tion of this publication and are honoured to be associated with 
it. We are also looking forward to Tom Clarke’s book on the 
history of Rolls-Royce in this country. We are very pleased 
to be the publisher of that book. 


Computer Programme 


A computer programme has been designed for the com- 
pilation of lists of gifts to the Foundation. This will mean that 
we will be able to computerise lists of the various parts, 
newsletters, cars, etc. that are given to the Foundation, for 
ready reference. 


Advisory Committee 


I welcome new Advisory Committee member Mr John 
Young, Past President, Institution of Engineers. Apart from 
being an engineer, John holds the position as Company 
Secretary of Energex, the electricity distribution board for 
South East Queensland previously known as SEQEB. John 
is very interested in the excellence side of engineering, is very 


comfortable with the historical aspect and fully supportive of 
the goals of the Foundation. 

Also of course we welcome our Federal President Mr Ian 
Dunn who joins the Advisory Committee as the Federal 
President of the day. 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy 


Sincere congratulations to PRAECLARUM Editor Martin 
Bennett for winning the Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy 
which was awarded to him at the Federal Rally at Phillip 
Island. Martin joins Roger Fry who was the inaugural winner. 
Both recipients of this award have perpetuated the ideals and 
philosophies of Sir Henry Royce. 


Trustees Malcolm Johns (left) and David Jones (centre) present- 
ing PRAECLARUM Editor Martin Bennett with the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation Trophy at the R.R.O.C. Federal Dinner. Photo by 
Russell Rolls Jnr (Vic.). 


Donations 


Donations are most important and are tax-deductible over 
$2.00, and we do look forward to members of the R.R.O.C. 
of Australia supporting their Foundation. 


David Jones, AM, OBE, 
Chairman, 


Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia 


All gifts of $2 and upwards are allowable tax deductions 


Nctters To The EBoaitor 


The sale of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars toa 
German mass-producer has given rise to 
more than the usual volume of 
correspondence. Some of the angry 
comments from members were unprint- 
able and | am sure they will understand 
their non-publication. However, their 
sentiments are noted and sympathised 
with. A selection of the printable letters 
follows. — Editor. 


Remaining a contemporary experience 


In response to George Shores’ letter 
For Sale: Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd in 
P.1-98, one of the reasons why Rem- 
brandts are ‘valuable’ as well as 
‘admired’ is that they can be ‘seen’. Every 
time Lindsay Fox brings his Continental 
R to Collins Street | wish | could park my 
1952 R-type Continental (BC10A) in front 
of him. How often do members of the 
public and aficionados of the Bentley 
marque ‘see’ an R-type Continental? 

Once Rolls-Royce and Bentley cease 
manufacture, the models we own may 
increase in value in the short term, but in 
the long run they will become oddities like 
the Hispano Suiza, Duesenberg and 
Maybach. 

Already, due to the hazards of the 
environment, high cost and social attit- 
udes, our precious possessions tend to 
be closeted away. As a result, younger 
generations do not learn to respect or 
understand the origins of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley and the best of what now 
appears to be so tenuously British. | do 
not like the idea of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd quitting its provenance, but ina 
global context it is better that a standard 
of excellence be given a chance to 
materially transcend, with the names of 
its founders preserved, rather than put at 
risk of being discarded forever. 

It is presumptuous to assume that 
such a name and such a high standard 
cannot be upheld or even exceeded by 
others. 

When Rolls-Royce took over Bentley 
Motors in 1931, the ‘fastest lorries in the 
world’ moved on. Yes, something was 
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lost, but a great deal was gained. The 
ethos of ‘the silent sports car’ survived, 
adding value in its own way to the 
economic fortunes of Rolls-Royce. 

The Silver Seraph does look like an 
American Cadillac. Some Cadillac! 

The workshops in Wolfsburg and 
Munich will not be the same as those in 
Cricklewood and Crewe! The familiar 
Doric and Gothic radiator shells may 
need to transmogrify| 

There is always danger associated 
with change (whether we are looking at 
an object or its occupants), but the 
“definitive reference point” which George 
refers to will become meaningless if it 
cannot remain a contemporary exper- 
ience. 

| believe any new owner of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars will have that in mind. 


Vanne Trompf, 
Victoria Branch 


Editorial comment: Vanne is of course 
perfectly right in pointing out that “it is 
presumptuous to assume that such a 
name and such a high standard cannot 
be upheld or even exceeded by others”. 
Clearly Germany has a distinguished in- 
dustrial and technological heritage. But 
is the maintenance of a standard really 
the issue? | don't think anyone doubts 
that a high standard could be main- 
tained. The reference to German car 
plants is the key to the fact that the 
strongest commitment to maintaining 
production at Crewe will be sorely tested 
at the first signs of the next economic 
recession, if not before. The next model 
range of “Rover” cars is set to embody 
around 70% BMW components. It would 
be hopelessly naive to believe that under 
the same ownership, or any volume 
producer ownership, the Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley marques would somehow 
be immune to the same kind of 
rationalisation process. Indeed, the 
Silver Seraph and Bentley Arnage have 
clearly already started down that road. 
So will Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
“remain a contemporary experience”? In 
asense, perhaps yes. In a sense recog- 
nisable to us, obviously not. — M.1.B. 


Theft of our heritage 


The loss of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd to a foreign buyer is an indication of 
the complete lack of interest on the part 
of the majority of the British people in the 
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most prized jewel in the car industry 
crown. 

The Company was renowned through- 
out the world for its excellence in 
engineering, setting the standard by 
which all others were judged. Sadly, it will 
no longer be seen as the vanguard of 
“Britain at its best”. How much more does 
this country have to lose before its people 
come to their senses? 

Both Berta (my dear wife) and | are 
devastated at the apathy shown by so 
many U.K. Rolls-Royce enthusiasts. 
When | was invited to become one of the 
founder members of the Rolls-Royce 
Action Committee (later to become the 
Rolls-Royce Acquisition Consortium) ! 
had hoped that we would be inundated 
not only with donations to the Administra- 
tion Fund, but also with enquiries from 
those seeking to invest in the future 
Company. But sadly those so-called 
‘enthusiasts’ could not readily be found. 
They had disappeared without a trace. 
Gone to ground. 

Perhaps we belong to a different 
generation, who were so grateful to those 
people from many countries all over the 
world who helped us defend our freedom 
in the 1940s and after. Reginald Mitchell, 
the designer of the Supermarine Spitfire, 
who came from my native north Stafford- 
shire, the sheer brilliance of the Rolls- 
Royce Merlin engine, and particularly the 
bravery of the pilots, many of whom were 
from your country — we owe a debt of 
gratitude to them all. Both Berta and | 
remember the Battle of Britain and sub- 
sequent events. We were appalled when 
this country turned its back on its old 
friends who had come to our assistance 
on two occasions within 25 years. The 
only way left to us of staying loyal to our 
principles is to purchase your exports 
whenever we see them displayed here in 
Britain. 

One cannot lay the blame for the theft 
of our heritage at the feet of the foreign 
car companies, who were presented with 
a golden opportunity to buy the world’s 
most prestigious motor car marque. The 
fault lies fairly and squarely on those in 
this country who opened the door in the 
first place. It is absolutely certain that 
neither Germany nor Japan would allow 
us to make a successful bid for one of 
their prestige car companies, and rightly 
so. Our friends in Germany cannot 
understand why we permit this state of 
affairs to exist. We are sending a very 
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negative signal around the world. 

Sadly, | can only offer my sincere 
apologies to members of the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia that we were not successful in 
our quest to save the Company from 
foreign ownership. No doubt the late Sir 
Henry Royce and the Hon. Charles Rolls 
will look down in anger, disbelief, and 
utter despair at this turn of events. 

lam consoled only by the fact that you 
and |, and the other R-R.A.C. members 
who formed and joined the Action Com- 
mittee for the right reasons, can hold our 
heads high in the knowledge that at least 
we did something. |am absolutely certain 
that Rolls and Royce would have been 
most proud of your total commitment to 
our cause. You are indeed a real enthus- 
iast, of whom your fellow Club members 
can be well pleased. 

Lionel Whitehead, 
A.C.T. Branch (U.K.) 


Editorial comment: / thank Lionel! for his 
kind comments and point out that he 
obviously has absolutely nothing to 
apologise for. Nor do any of those who 
stood up to be counted while others 
vacillated, hid from view, and/or rolled 
over in abject surrender in the face of the 
gravest crisis ever to confront our move- 
ment. — M.I.B. 


Something not quite satisfactory 


The recent Editorials and correspond- 
ence on the impending sale of Rolls- 
Royce, the recycling of hallowed names 
of yore, and the monumental innovations 
embodied in the Silver Smorgasbord and 
Bentley Whatsitsname almost compel 
me to agree that these new models 
should not be accepted by the R.R.O.C. 
Almost, but not quite. 

On thinking about the new Rolls- 
Royce and its stamped-metal radiator 
grille, it has dawned on me that there is 
something not quite satisfactory — 
meaning the apparent departure from, or 
even dismissal of, tradition. 

It may be fairly claimed that Rolls- 
Royce is the only remaining marque that 
has a tradition behind it. The tradition of 
excellence that has continued unbroken 
from the first Royce car to the present 
day. Yes, | know some Mercedes enthus- 
iasts would argue this point, and we are 
familiar with the advertising slogan ‘The 
Daimler Tradition’, but these are not 
exactly correct. Mercedes Benz has a 
History (and a worthy one, in my view) 
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but not really a Tradition, and it has been 
many years since Daimler might reason- 
ably have claimed any truth in their 
slogan. 

The one visible feature, above all 
others, that proudly symbolises the 
Rolls-Royce tradition is the radiator grille. 

Further, | would say that in adhering 
to its tradition, Rolls-Royce is an anach- 
ronism, and | believe the reason most 
people buy and cherish a Rolls-Royce is 
fundamentally because it is an anach- 
ronism. We can forget all that stuff about 
being ‘The Best Car in the World’ — 
these days there’s no such thing. It all 
depends on what you want to do with it 
that makes one car better than another. 
People are prepared to fork out their cash 
to acquire a car that is built in old- 
fashioned ways, or anachronistic ways, 
like a hand-made Swiss chronometer or 
bespoke tailored suit. In my view, the 
Rolls-Royce radiator grille which has 
remained almost unchanged from the 
first car of that name (well, the third act- 
ually) has risen far above being a mere 
styling feature. It symbolises all that the 
marque stands for and is in fact itself an 
anachronism. Muck around with it, as the 
Company has now done, and you may 
as well stop making Rolls-Royces. 

But neither the Company nor its new 
owners are going to stop making cars 
called Rolls-Royce and Bentley, so | 
return to the question should these new 
models be accepted by the R.R.O.C.? 
The answer, in my view, is yes. For as 
surely as night follows day, if we exclude 
them other people are sooner or later 
bound to set up new Roils-Royce and 
Bentley clubs that do accept them. The 
consequences could be grave. 

Firstly, the existing Club and its mem- 
bers would almost certainly be scorned 
for being elitist and unable to march in 
step with the music of change. Secondly, 
it seems reasonable to suppose that the 
Company and its retailers would, for 
commercial reasons if nothing else, sup- 
port the new club and leave us out in the 
cold. We could even lose our licence to 
use the Company's name and symbols. 
Thirdly, | envisage the owners of the new 
cars may eventually also become cust- 
odians of “proper” Rolls-Royces and 
Bentleys. Better they become so with a 
knowledge and appreciation of the 
standards and traditions of the “old” 
Company, and | think the most effective 
schooling these future custodians could 


receive would be through the R.R.O.C. 
and its present members. We all have 
much work ahead of us. 

So, like it or not, | believe we have a 
duty to accept the new Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models and extend a welcome to 
their owners. Only in this way will the 
R.R.O.C. receive the new blood and 
enthusiasm essential for its survival. 


David Harding 
New South Wales Branch 


Editorial comment: /t had never oc- 
curred to me that somebody might form 
a club around BMW-(or VW-)Rolls- 
Royce cars! Our licence to use the Rolls- 
Royce trademarks should not be in any 
way at risk by choosing which models 
should be eligible cars in our Club. The 
Rolls-Royce name and principal trade- 
marks are in any case owned by Rolls- 
Royce PLC, the aero engine Company, 
and are used under licence by the car 
Company just as they are by us. —M.1.B. 


Flash as a rat 


When | heard that Rolls-Royce was to 
be sold to BMW, | was dismayed. | 
wondered how long it would be before 
Rolls-Royce became rolls-royce. Then, 
when the news broke that Volkswagen 
had outbid BMW, | was mildly amused as 
a remark from the past came to mind. 
Years ago, someone had fitted a Rolls- 
Royce grille to a Volkswagen ‘Beetle’, 
and it made the news. The sight of it 
prompted my late father, who owned 
several Rolls-Royce cars, to snort with 
derision and comment that ‘it looks as 
flash as a rat with a gold tooth”. 

The new Silver Seraph is a fine look- 
ing car and its performance lacks noth- 
ing. But... I've been in other new luxury 
cars and been equally impressed. The 
difference (other than price, of course) 
used to be the wondertul traditions such 
as the hand-made radiator shell and that 
wondertul engine that the Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley customer could not buy in any 
other car. No longer, it seems. 

So when does a Rolls-Royce become 
something else? One would think that the 
Rolls-Royce Clubs around the world 
would have a clear opinion about that, at 
least, but in my experience there are few 
members who really care enough to 
arrive at any real views from which a 
substantive Club policy could be derived. 
Many appear to be adopting a “wait and 


see” attitude, and a few have taken a 
huge leap of faith and believe that the 
adoption of a non-Rolls-Royce engine 
and ownership by a foreign volume 
producer will somehow “make the best 
better”. 

I've also been told that there is nothing 
we can do aboutit anyway. | don’t believe 
that for a moment. We can, and should. 
Our worldwide movement should con- 
sider the implications of the sale of the 
Company and changes to the nature of 
the car and the manufacturing philos- 
ophies that produce it. They should then 
decide on a united stance. My own pre- 
ferred option is to “call ita day” and leave 
owners of the new generation of cars to 
form a new club in the unlikely event that 
they are so inclined. 

People are going to claim that there 
was no alternative to the course chosen 
by the Company. Fine. Let the new 
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generation develop, but let's remember 
Rolls-Royce as a fabulous 20th Century 
car that lasted almost 100 years and was 
unique. Let's not wait until the marque 
fades into insignificance as an adden- 
dum to an automotive mass-producer. 
Unfortunately, that looks increasingly 
likely to happen. 

! recall reading that a doctor once 
wrote in his journal: “operation success- 
ful, patient died”. The transfer of owner- 
ship may be successful, but will 
Rolls-Royce die? Even if it doesn’t, will it 
ever again be quite the same thing? 


George Shores, 
A.C.T. Branch 


Game’s up 

The game is over. There is no truly or 
fully Rolls-Royce car any more, no con- 
tinuing history, just hype. 
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What ! can’t understand is why the 
Clubs play the part of Company satraps 
when they don’t need to. The Silver 
Seraph has absolutely no place in our 
movement and can only further dilute our 
efforts. 

Old cars were few in number at the 
recent Federal Rally. Can | expect to see 
mainly Seraphs at rallies | attend in my 
dotage? Won't that be an exciting and 
rewarding time. We simply must revive 
interest in and participation with the old 
cars. 

Let’s not take the German future to 
our bosom or have any more deference 
to Germany. Instead we can obtain all 
our succour from past glories. There is 
more than enough for a lifetime. 


Tom Clarke, 
Honorary Life Member, 
W.A. Branch (U.K.) 


From the Federal Rally sponsor: 


we've got 
PPR 


Victoria (03) 9584 7266 
Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 


Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


If you love your classic vehicle 
the insurance. 


Shannons Classic Insurance have been insuring 
vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 
1970 and we've developed a great insurance 
package at a very competitive price. 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 


New South Wales (02) 9958 7666 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 


@ Agreed value means agreed value. If 


Ring Shannons for a 
free quote today ! 


the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 


You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 

Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

In the event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

No blame excess. 

Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 


Free windscreen one per year without 
excess. 


Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 


SHAN 5A 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


ery on sie ur eS Sie mailed 
1921 Springfield Silver Ghost (53AG) Rolls- 
Royce Custom Coach Works Pall Mall tourer. 
Burgundy with black leather. Unique oppor- 
tunity to own a sporty Silver Ghost with 
incredible history. Sold new in Los Angeles 
and owned in the 1930s to 1985 by Pacific 
Auto Rentals for motion picture work. 
Photographed with such notables as Clark 
Gable, Frank Sinatra and Adolph Menjou. 
Recent complete cosmetic restoration. Excel- 
lent mechanics. Low miles. $US140,000. 
Charles S. Crail Automotives, Santa Barbara, 
California. +1-805-568-1934 or FAX 
+1-805-568-1533 


1934 Phantom Il (80SK) Arthur Mulliner 
sports limousine. Two-tone burgundy. Recent 
mechanical and coachwork restoration by 
Roger Fry. Six wheel equipped, extensive 
tools, sunshine roof, occasiona! seats, 
footrests, new upholstery, tappet conversion. 
An attractive, ‘swoopy’, typically glamorous 
Phantom II. $120,000 o.n.o. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 


1938 Phantom III (3DL14) Rippon Bros. 7- 
passenger limousine. Black & burgundy. 
Mechanically fully restored including major 
engine rebuild. New leather to front compant- 
ment, excellent original upholstery to rear. 
Incredible rally/touring car. Effortless V-12 
power. $120,000 o.n.o. Julian Walter 
0418-91-3914 


1935 Bentley 314 Litre (B66FB) restored 
chassis ready for your dream body to be built. 
$45,000 o.n.o. Julian Waiter 0418-91-3914 


1953 Bentley R-type (B319TO) Black with 
grey interior. New leather to front seats. Third 
owner since new. Extensive York Motors hist- 
ory. Recently overhauled automatic gearbox 
and tailshaft. Registered until September. 
$36,000 o.n.o. Peter Kemp 02-9743-8957 


Cars For Sale 


1949 Silver Dawn (SBA62) Maroon with 
beige leather interior. Bare metal respray, 
complete interior restoration, immaculate 
condition. Extensive mechanical work. Same 
owner last 11 years. $50,000. Stephen 
Schlicht 03-9853-9318 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) two-tone 
silver-grey. Original hide, new leather-bound 
Wilton carpets, perfect woodwork including 
picnic tables. Manual gearbox. Sunshine 
roof. Twin stainless steel exhaust system. All 
tools, spares, handbook, leather luggage. 
89,000 miles. A1 order. $50,000. Keith 
Genders 08-8364-2674 or FAX 08-8323-7791 


1954 Bentley Continental R-type (BC55C) 
Graber drophead coupé. Burgundy with 
magnolia leather and burgundy carpets, 
Canadian Birdseye Walnut. Spring-loaded 
Oatmeal hood and rear tonneau that can be 
fitted to make the car into a two-seater 
roadster. Manual gearbox. 1954 Geneva 
Show car, very low milage from new. The only 
one of its kind in existence. £Stg145,000. 
William Quint, U.K. +44-1624-88-0523 
or FAX +44-1624-88-0813 or E-mail: 
jquint@ndirect.co.uk 


1958 Bentley S1 (B310FA) Shell Grey over 
Steel Blue with burgundy interior. New leather 
and headlining, woodwork repolished. Power 
steering, air conditioning. York Motors 
delivery, complete history. 151,000 miles, two 
owners. Very good overail condition. $34,800 
0.6.0. Harry Cumpstey 07-5530-4846 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Cars For Sale 


1963 Bentley S3 (B82DF) Tudor Grey over 
Shell Grey with grey interior. York Motors 
delivery. Mk IV air conditioning unit fitted by 
York Motors, retaining central picnic table 
under glovebox. Original handbook and 
some tools. 116,000 miles. Very good original 
condition. Serviced by McDermott’s for past 
11 years. Vic. reg. $43,000 o.n.o. lan 
Rosenberg 03-9819-2134 or 0419-50-9671 


aan 


1968 Bentley T Series (CBH2088) HJ. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward two-door saloon. Shell Grey 
with blue leather. 148,000 miles. Excellent 
order throughout. The best of this rare model 
in Australia. $60,000. Alastair Angas 
08-8842-2859 or FAX 08-8842-1204 


5 rere; 


1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SDW75) drophead 
coupé (converted from saloon by Pilkington, 
U.K.). Midnight Blue with blue top and red 
leather upholstery. Electric windows. Original 
radio, complete toolkit. Condition 1, totally 
restored and ready for show or driving enjoy- 
ment. $US140,000. Neal Kirkham, Saratoga, 
California. + 1-408-378-0890 


© 


1977 Silver Shadow Il (SRH30264) Honey 
Gold with brown leather. Original Kellow- 
Falkiner display/demonstrator car. All books 
and tools. Mascot alarm. 159,000 km. Excel- 
lent condition. $35,000. Todd Ware 
03-6263-5008 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1984 Silver Spirit (ASEO9240) Gold over 
Walnut with virtually unmarked magnolia 
piped brown interior. Stunning car. 116,000 
miles. $65,000 o.n.o. Dary! Tempest 
02-9589-0122 or 02-6343-2235 


1986 Bentley Mulsanne (BSG14947) Moor- 
land Green over Silver Sand with cream 
upholstery. Immaculate condition. Grille and 
bumpers painted Silver Sand, two of the 
special features for the 1986 Melbourne 
Motor Show. $115,000 o.n.o. George 
Hutchison 03-9336-7411 or 03-5348-1547 or 
mobile 015-88-6369 


1987 Bentley Eight (BEH20473) red with 
cream upholstery. Only 114,000 km. Victorian 
registration. $89,950. Anne McRitchie 
0418-32-7440 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Twenty Horsepower roadster, any 
condition. Reg Harris 03-9818-2403 (h) 
03-9882-3332 (w) 


Wanted: Bentley T Series, middle 1970s. No 
objection to some restoration mechanical or 
body. Harry Cumpstey 07-5530-4846 (‘phone 
& FAX) 


Parts For Sale 


Bentley T/T2 vented hubcap, $100; Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T workshop manual, $100; 
badge bar, $25; Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
starter motor, needs work, $50; Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T heater/air conditioning 
blower motor, $50. Bill Norman 0419-41-9787 


Radiator shell for Silver Shadow II, Silver 
Wraith Il or Corniche. Complete with vanes 
and badge but less mascot. Excellent condi- 
tion. $2,000. John Elliott 02-692 1-4635 


Beaded-edge wheels and tyres (895 x 135, 
six of) to suit Silver Ghost. $12,000 o.n.o. 
Julian Walter 0418-91-3914 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Shadow parts: left- & right-hand output 
shaft seals, RH.9773 & UG.5008, $60 pair; 2 
x top ball joints, UR.71664, $220 each o.n.0o.; 
set rear brake pads, $75; boot hinge & torsion 
bar assembly, $100. All genuine Rolls-Royce 
parts. John Cooper 08-8449-1370 or 
08-824 1-0003 or mobile 014-95-1940 


Pair Lucas P.100 headlamps, believed ex- 
Jaguar. Good condition complete with glass. 
$500. Gerd Kratzer 03-9874-8841 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: pre-war Spirit of Ecstasy mascot for 
incorporating in a new W.A. Branch trophy. 
Alex Bryce 08-9457-1608 


Wanted: ‘kneeling’ type Spirit of Ecstasy mas- 
cot. | have a mascot believed from an early 
Twenty Horsepower that | could swap. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Literature For Sale 


The Godfather of Rolls-Royce by Paul Tritton 
(biography of Henry Edmunds). Five copies 
only, new. $25.00 plus postage (was $79.95). 
W.A. Branch Club Shop c/o Alex Bryce 
08-9457-1608 


Phantom II handbook: high quality reprint by 
R.R.O.C. of America combining early and 
final versions of owner’s handbook with addi- 
tional illustrations and photos of American 
Phantom Ils. Good condition. $75. Phantom 
Il Index of Parts: Hard-cover reprint by 
R.R.O.C. of Australia, new condition. $125. 
Gerd Kratzer 03-987 4-884 1 


Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders' materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 

Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or transparencies. 
For return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Services 


Jonathan White makes hand-made number- 
plate frames of 14" angle brass with brazed 
mitred corners, prepared to perfection prior 
to plating. 3mm clear acrylic for plate protec- 
tion. Any size catered for. $65.00 plus 
postage. 07-5534-4441 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $236. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 071-61-2512 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Dise a Inner hub plate 


Spanner pet ie y ~ Air valve 


Sy 


extension 


Curved 
air valve 


Spanner air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your 7 co 
Pre-WWIl Classic. ; Wecano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax e Lagonda 

for full infomation. * Bugatti 


LMARR DISK,LTD —* “28° 


PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
D1 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for a non-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


3-98 3185 


Beauty is only skin deep, but good restorations last and last 
1914 Silver Ghost, 6TB. Restored /new coachwork 1992 


R.R.O.C. (N.S.W. Branch) Concours, 1992: Overall Winner, Age & Authenticity 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, Althorp, U.K., 1997: 2nd, Class 1 (26 international Ghosts entered) 
R.R.O.C. Federal Rally, Phillip Island, 1998: | Overall Winner 


1939 Bentley 4% Litre, B177MX. Restored 1991 


B.D.C. Bellingen weekend, 1991: ‘Best of Bellingen’ 

R.R.O.C. Federal Rally, Ballarat, 1992: Bentley Trophy (Best Bentley) 
R.R.O.C. Federal Rally, Wagga Wagga, 1993: Winner, Class 5 

B.D.C. (N.S.W.) Concours, 1993, 1994: Overall Winner 

B.D.C. National Rally, Cowra, 1996: Best Open Car 

R.R.O.C. Federal Rally, Wollongong, 1996: Best Pre-War Car 

R.R.O.C. (N.S.W.) Commemoration Run: People’s Choice (twice) 


It’s the nickel-silver plate on the door-sill that says itall... 


MAX HOUSTON'S eee Sr tC 
Wintage Molar Garage . i, 
and Body Works 


Coachwork 
by 


MAX HOUSTON’S 
Vintage Hlotor Garage 


and Body Works 


The Ultimate Repair Shop 


Restoration that endures and endures 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 
60 Wiseman’s Ferry Road, 


Spee a slack tei el [[SPECIALISTS ASSOCIATION || 
—= _— 


Vintage Motor Garage Pty Ltd 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Keot Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealed! 


INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World's most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Dally. 

« Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


| 
EPLACEMENT 
Kags CO. 


at reasonable prices, 


3186 PRA-CLARVM 


°“TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 


Souter), Bones. 


EES 


13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
Tel: (08) 8234 5600 
Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


(Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
Email: tt motors@senet.com.au 


WORLD LEADER IN RESTORATION ITEMS 
FOR ALL POST-WAR ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. PRODUCER / 


0.E.M. DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR. 


Weather Strips & Seals For All Post War Std. & Custom 
Bodied « Complete Weatherstrip Packages «- Glass e« 
Workshop Manuals e Handbooks « Show Car Details « Light 
Maintenance items « Reconditioned Used Parts « Million 
Dollar Inventory of New Old Factory Stock thru Spirit/Spur 


Engine Bearings 4% mains .030 $375/set , 4% mains .020 $325/set. 

Post War 6 cyl. Rod Bearings Std. $350/set Thrust Washers - 66% discount $100/set of 4 
Cloud/S, R-type Trunk Seals $39. Snadow/T Trunk Seals $29. 

Early Shadow Hubcaps -non-vented- New $275.each 

Early Bentley "T" Hubcaps- non-vented- near mint $225.each 

Cloud/S Tune-Up Kit $55.(points, condenser, rotor, upright cap) 


ALL R.R.O.C.0.A. MEMBERS RECEIVE OUR WHOLESALE / TRADE PRICES! 
Visa / Mastercard welcome, Westpac (Aus.) deposit avail., $U.S.D. or $AUus., NO problem. 
international shipments leave daily(Air Post, UPS, & Heavy consolidation available.) 


REPLACEMENT PARTS CO. 
PHONE: 0011-1-770-459-0040 (—14 HOURS) 
FAX: 0011-1-770-459-8935 


(MAIL) P.O. BOX 152 
VILLA RICA, GA 
30180 U.S.A. 


3-98 3187 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives &. 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 - 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration 
and component rebuilding to the 
highest standard. 

No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 
parts for all models. 


Sales: 649 Chapel Street, South Yarra, Vic. 3141 Tel: (03) 9804 7977 
Melbourne Workshop: 420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 
Sydney: 8 Hunt Street, Surrey Hills, N.S.W. 2010 Tel: (02) 212 7200 


Federal Council Meeting 
Phillip Island, Victoria, April 9th, 1998 


From left to right: George Forbes (Vic.), Matt Smith (W.A.), Robin Hickman (Vic.), Martin Glynn (QId.), David Ekberg (Car Registrar), Brian Jenkins 
(N.S.W.), Fred Haughtey (Qld.), Ray Zeffert (S.A.), lan Dunn (Federal President), John Richardson (S.A.), Tony Ward (N.S.W.), Val Keogh (W.A.), 
John Burns (A.C.T.), Martin Bennett (A.C.T.), Kim Stapleton (Federal Secretary). Photograph taken by Russell Rolls Jnr (Vic.) on the evening of the 
Federal Dinner. 


Once upon a Bentley 


When the Bentley Mk VI arrived in our workshop 
it looked much worse than this. There was extensive 
corrosion, and dents in the panels. The leather had died 
and the woodwork could easily have been mistaken for 
kindling wood. But the car had two things going for it. 
One was the determination of its owner to rebuild a 
dream. The other was the ability to make that dream 
come true. 


We set to waa with our unique team of technical 
artisans. We became passionate about the car. When 
the car was finished some months later we didn’t want 
to let it go. There was a part of us all in its flawless 
paint, its sensuous leather, its gleaming walnut wood. 

After it left with its owner to have this picture taken, 
we stood around for a while feeling a bit lost before a 
shop full of other deserving cars called us back to work. 


McMillan Prestige 


Telephone: (02) 9744 5111 
Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley | Coachwork Repairer 


Facsmile: (02) 9744 5517 


UNION OFFSET CO. PTY. LTD 
20 PIRIE STREET FYSHWICK ACT 2609 (02) 6280 6733 
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Lodgement Office: Canberra Mail Centre, Fyshwick, 2609 


